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PREFACE. 



" To do good, and to communicate, forget not."— If, 
instead of this, the injunction were ' To get good and 
to recdoey &c. we know not whether this little volume 
would ever have made its. appearance, unless it were to 
show a certain " good sort of people" among us., that 
the precept, as it now reads, is just as good a one, and > 
as well worthy of remembrance and obedience. For 
those who really feel that they are * good fur nothing, 9 
will need noargumenUbut their own experience to satis- 
fy them, that the . terms " to do good," and " to get 
good," however lexicographer* may define them, do, in 
practice, both amount to one and the same thing.— • 
These will understand how to demonstrate the proposi- 
tion, that No one know any thing a^put the enjoyment 
of (rue happiness hitnself, who is not possessed of a dispo- 
sition to wish andstrwefor the greatest possible happitiess * 
of others, to the utmost extent of his knowledge and abilities. 
But all are not thus. And even of those who are thus, 
essentially, it is painful to remark, that, while in tin's 
world, they are still children of Adam— too apt io dwell 
much on the speculative definition of " doing good," and 
neglect the practical; io curb their knowledge down tc 
their feelings, instead of spurring their ( feelings up to 
their knowledge ; to cry down their own influence and 
underrate their abilities; and thus, at length, to almost 
forget their peculiarly " high vocation,*' that tfeey live. 



in an age of wonders ; an age of pious exertion and be- 
nevolent enterprise ; an age when they can no longer 
possess the name of Christians, and character of idlers; 
an age which is evidently the harbinger of that in which 
nothing shall be enterprise* but for the glory of God in 
the happiness of man; when " none shall hurt or de- 
stroy," but all shall be " Holiness to the Lord," and 
thus " on earth, peace, and good will to men." 

Hence the present publication.— -To its patrons it 
seems necessary to remark, that, for certain reasons, it 
was thought unadviseabfe at present to carry it to the 
extent of the plan suggested m the proposals. At a fu- 
ture period, by the blessing of Providence, it may foe 
resumed, and extended further than barely to the lb- 
male sex* many of whom have already, especially in this 
country, made rapid and unparalleled advances by their 
exertions in behalf of rained man, towards the mark*- 
" she has done what she eoukL " Thus presented to the 
public, at itis, brief and unfinished, its ciramstancetmv&t 
be its only apology* its object, its recommendation to ere 
ry " honest heart," (a word to the wise is sufficient;) 
its success, the blessing of Him who can render suc- 
cessful the feeblest essays of his feeblest servants, to 
<< do good." 
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LETTER I. 



TO AN AGED LADT. 

Much respected Madami 

It is not without some diffidence and he- 
sitation that 1 now address you. Young in 
years and experience, it is natural for me, 
with the world, to look forward to eighty as 
a period almost inconceivably remote, and 
say, surely " with length of days there is 
wisdom." But there is another view, ih 
which we both appear, although of far dif- 
ferent ages, to be children of the same Pa- 
rent, members of the same family, and tra- 
vellers to the same eternity ; in the light of 
which, the difference between the longest and 
the shortest terrestrial existence is a mere 
point, and extremely mii^e. The) latter, I 
suppose you will allow, is the more correct 
view — nearer the Reality. You will not, then, 
take it amiss, that 1 attempt in this way to 
vindicate my claim to a fraternal relationship, 
by a fraternal office of affection. And i& 
B 
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dear Madam, I were to study a month to 
ascertain how I could perform the most af- 
fectionate office, and do you the most possi- 
ble good, I should conclude, at last, it would 
be by pointing out the means, and adducing 
the motives, which would probably be con- 
nected with leading you in the way of doing 
the most good yourself- 

But methinks, (for I know how the a<J^er- 
sary of souls can take advantage of bodily- 
weakness, to destroy the energy of the soul,) 
methinks I hear you say, ' I ara a poor, old, 
unprofitable servant — I have never done but 
very little, if any good in the world ; and 
now it is all over with pie. Others, happy 
souls, who have the day before them, may pe 
useful by their exertions ; but / am even now 
groping in the twilight of that " night where- 
in no man can work." ' But these despond- 
ing thoughts, dear Madam, " are not of Him 
who calleth us." He has not authorized one 
of his servants in this world ever to say, 
" My work is done/ 9 This is an order He 
sends by none other than the pale messenger* 
Nor does he give to any, just gpounds to fear 
a lack of strengthequal to their day. " My 
grace is sufficientn&r thee," and rt They that 
wait on the Lord shall increase their strength," 
are promises not designed exclusively or 
principally for the young convert. And these 
a^e texts, of which I trust you have, in some 
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bright moments, experimentally -known the 
meaning. Nor have you always overlooked 
that which says, u The path of the just is as 
the shining light, which shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day,?* (Compare Matt-. 
v. 16-) Be encouraged therefore to- look 
about you y and see what more may yet be 
done in the cause of humanity, and of Him 
who " went about doing good," even till his 
earthly career of usefulness was terminated 
by a cruel and ignominious death ! 

First of all, then r .you have doubtless learnt, 
even in the first campaign of your long and 
tedious warfare, that no action can be goo&, 
unless springing from a good motive — that of 
disinterested benevolence, or, in other words, 
a supreme desire to- glorify God, in seeking: 
the welfare of men— a disposition, or temper 
of mind, which is never found in the human 
breast, previous to a genuine repentanceof sin, 
and a saving faith in the Saviour of sinners. If 
you have ever, then, done a single good action 
in all your life, you are ready to. disclaim all 
merit of your own, and attribute it all to the 
sovereign grace of God. " Not unto us. but 
to thy great name give all the glory J' Thus 
have your good worka * begun- at home.' 
And, this being the case, whenever the 
streams begin to fail, you. know where is the 
fountain, whence you may draw a fresh sup- 
ply* You have learnt, that without Christ, 
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nothing can be done for yourself or others. 
To him you must be vitally united by genu- 
ine, operative faith; (John xv. 1 — 8.) HE 
must give you u repentance unto life," spi- 
ritual and eternal. " It is the gift of God," 
and " He will be inquired of." You know 
what is meant by a throne of grace ; and your 
praises and supplications are frequently as- 
cending as sweet incense before the throne ; 
calling down the richest of Heaven's bless- 
ings both on yourself and on a dying world. 
If your mind gets weary and weak, so that 
you are unable to reflect so clearly, and think 
so deeply, as you could sometimes wish,— if 
you cannot speculate, you can pray ; if you 
cannot work, you can pray— pray that others 
Tvho can, may be active, and have grace to 
be faithful in their Master's work. And re- 
member, that " the effectual fervent prayer 
of the righteous availeth much." A praying 
Christian may fight the battles of the Lord 
more successfully in his closet, than a thou- 
sand ministers and missionaries of the cross 
in the field. But for strength obtained in an- 
swer to his prayers, ten thousand perhaps of 
those would cease to fight or would fall before 
their enemies. Think of Israel, while Moses 
prayed — of Elijah — of Daniel ; and learn to 
prize a mercy-seat, and to estimate the ex- 
tensive good you may thus be the means of 
doing, ere you go hence. Do not imagine 
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roe so short-sighted as to suppose this is 
new to you. 1 speak only by way of encou- 
ragement and animation, " stirring up your 
pure mind by way of remembrance ;" and at 
the same time because I am aware, that the 
best Christians are apt to fail in this point — 
complaining that they can do nothing fer 
God, when He only knows how much He is 
even waiting to do for himself and them, if 
they would only ask him with more faith and 
importunity* With prayer, you doubtless 
know how to connect the reading of the bless- 
ed word, and meditating on the things which 
pertain to that unseen world, towards which 
you and I are fast hastening. For these 
pursuits, Madam, your age and situation, and 
I would hope your temper of mind, render 
you peculiarly qualified* And so much good 
may be thus done to yourself, and perhaps to 
those with whom you are connected, by the 
increase of your spiritual knowledge, enjoy- 
ment, and instruction, that I doubt not many 
engaged in the busy, anxious, dissipating 
scenes, which middle age almost unavoidably 
brings with it, are at times tempted to over- 
look their own peculiar blessings, and your 
many and peculiar trials, and almost envy 
you the superior happiness of your quiet con- 
dition. 

Your 4 relatives and connexions 5 were al* 
Igded to* Here let me be a little more parti*- 
J&2 
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cular. It is in your poweff to do them, 
through the divine blessing, incalculable 
good ; especially your dear son and daugh- 
ter-in-law, with whom you have long lived in 
the greatest cordiality, and relative and social 
enjoyments , and with whom you hope to con- 
tinue till removed by death* Happy union of 
kindred souls, when these were united ! — 
their every natural feeling and sentiment the 
same ; still the grace of God has made her 
hopefully to differ from him in the essential 
point. For your son, you have long mourn- 
ed and wept in secret places, that, with all his 
philanthropy, suavity, tenderness, strict mo* 
t ality, and even performance of external du- 
ties, still he does not give to others, (nor gaia 
for himself) an evidence of an interest in the 
blood-bought blessings of eternal salvation. 
Thus he may be at last, of all men the most 
miserable ; separated from his dear wife and 
mother — from God and heaven for ever ! For 
him you have offered many an ardent prayer. 
You have done more. You have conversed 
with him freely, and frequently, and affec- 
tionately, on his souPs concern. 

Nor is his dear partner less anxious on this 
account than yourself. Her trials are very 

Sreat. To you does she look, under God, for 
irection. And who knows, but your long ex- 
perience may be the means of guiding her 
affectionate zeal in the channel to his heart, 



so that both she may * save her husbund,' and 
you your son ? Nor are you, I fear, suffi- 
ciently aware of how much assistance you 
may be to them both, in their family order 
and economy. To you do they look as to a 
guide who has long ago travelled the same 
road, and become acquainted with the way, 
even before they had commenced the arduous 
journey. 

You cannot be altogether ignorant of what 
you may do for them in the education of their 
tender offspring. Your influence over these 
dear children must be great— almost beyond 
bounds. ' Grandma,' they love and respect 
almost supremely, and every thing she does 
must be right. Yet by some grandmothers, 
alas ! is this influence perverted to the crimi- 
nal indulgence of their grandchildren, and to 
the entire subversion of their parents' autho- 
rity. On the contrary, you cannot fail, influ- 
enced by Gospel principles, to turn it into 
the opposite scale. " Children, obey your 

Sarents," is an injunction you will desire to 
ave them both understand and practise. 
You are always with them ; many, therefore, 
will be the instructions, warnings, and admo- 
nitions, you will give them, relatiy£ to their 
duty to each other, their parents, and the 
world. How pleasing to you must be the 
employment of * teaching their young idea? . 
how to shoot,' of learning them the elements tf •: 
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human science ; but particularly of teaching 
them to know God, their Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier — of leading the dear lambs to 
the good Shepherd. But I need not enlarge* 
Your piety and judgment will point out the 
way, and the grace of God will, I trust, ena- 
ble you to be faithful in the discharge of your 
duty to them as immortal beings, for whose 
good, temporal and eternal, you are made in 
a great degree responsible; more so, per- 
haps, than their parents themselves : for with 
an influence over .them full equal to theirs, 
your leisure and opportunity for instructing 
their children, are vastly superior. Who 
can say, but the welfare of the church and the 
world may be depending on your present ex- 
ertions ? Another way in which the talent of 
usefulness is intrusted to you, in your present 
retired situation, is in devising and suggesting 
plans of doing good, to those who are yet 
able to execute. It is an old maxim, appli- 
cable to both sexes alike in the present case, 
" Old men for counsel — younp.men for war." 
And very favourable is your situation for cool 
reflection, without which nothing can be plan- 
ned wliich will be likely to be worth execut- 
ing. You must ' devise liberal things.' 
With the Bible to direct your steps, be ani- 
mated to press forward in this good way by the 
example* ameng others, of Mrs. Isabella Gra- 
ham ; whose exertions for the proper instruc- 
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lion Of the rising generation, and in planning 
societies for the relief of suffering humanity, 
and the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom, 
will never be forgotten, as long as humanity 
suffers, or the Redeemer's kingdom endures ! 
Nor will all the property you are pleased to 
bequeath to the cause of religion, be thrown 
away or lost. How much good the legacy of 
Mrs. Norris has done, and will do, is known 
only to Him who numbers the stars. And 
how joyful and glorious, dear Madam, could 
you, from the borders of the grave, be able 
to look back on all you leave behind, with the 
heart-consoling thought, that you do not leave 
them without having tried to do them good ; 
and thank God that through his grace you 
hope you may be reckoned among those who 
have endeavoured to follow the Lamb through 
a world of trial, sin, and sorrow, and at last 
hear the welcome voice, " well done, thou 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord." That this may be the case, 
is the sincere desire of 

Yours, &c. 



22 



LETTER II. 



TO A MOTHER. 

/ 



Dear Madam, 

When you reflect on the many happy hours, 
wkh which a kind Providence once favoured 
me in your family, you will not think it 
strange that I am disposed, even at this late 
hour and great distance, to " cast one long* 
ing, lingering, look behind ;" and contrive m 
this way to hold yet one more interview, ere 
I make another remove, perhaps to that much 
farther country,, whence there is no more 
communication with mortals. In alt our social 
conversations, practical utility, you recol- 
lect, used to be our proposed Abject; Many 
subjects, of course, of this nature, were suc- 
cessively brought up and canvassed. But it 
is almost always the case with me, (I wish to 
know if it is so with others ?) that some one 
subject or other, which I consider of more 
practical importance than all the rest, is some- 
how unaccountably omitted; and the only 
consolation I get on these occasions, is in 
heaping on myself a strain of unceasing in- 
vective — sometimes faulting my memory, then 
again my indolent spirit ; but oftener still my 
wicked heart, opposed to all that's good ; and 
here, I believe, were I to credit the testimony 
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of the monitor within, is where the blame re- 
ally lies. But to return ; when I reflect on 
those firesides, and walks, and religious par- 
ties, and the persons who helped to compose 
them, ray conscience upbraids me with having 
no real affection for those lovely children, of 
whom I used to think I was so fond ; and of 
actually caring nothing at all for their happi- 
ness, whether they should be sages or idiots, 
virtuous or vicious, respected or despised ; in 
fine, heirs of heaven or heirs of hell ; for that 
I had said scarcely a word about their educa- 
tion 1 And how could I bear this cutting re- 
flection? I. had no alternative, but to take 
my pen immediately, and noting my loose 
thoughts on the subject, forward them in a let- 
ter* I know that if your better sense and 
longer experience find any of them imperti- 
nent or inconsistent, your candour and affec- 
tion for the writer will pass them over as well- 
meant mistakes* At the same time your hum- 
ble spirit will never refuse instruction, from 
whatever source it may come, nor fail to put 
into practice that which is practical. Permit 
me, then, dear Madam, to call your attention 
to the subject ol family government, then to 
that of instruction, as these two heads will em- 
brace every thing that need be said on the 
education of children. — To restrain, and 
to direct, is all that a parent, or indeed any 
human teacher, can do. The spirit or the 
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ability he can never give. Do what htf may, 
he can never exercise a single feeling, or 
think a single thought, for his child. , 

In the government of children, of whatever 
age or sex, I have often thought that two max- I 
ims, when blended together, might prove very 
useful : First, always to treat them as rational 
beings ; second, always to treat them as de- 

I)raved beings — totally depraved — constant- I 
y inclined to that which is wrong. In gene- 
ral, whenever I observe them untractable and 
disobedient, I at once conclude their parents 
to be destitute of a firm and practical belief 
in one or the other of these two maxims. 
(And I should not be surprised to find in their 
possession as many whips as there are chil- 
dren in the nursery ; or else to hear it strenu- 
ously and frequently maintained in their con- 
versation, that the mind of every child is first . 
like a piece of white paper, on which " fair 
Virtue puts a seal, or Vice a blot. n ) I say a 
practical belief, for I know that the parent 
also is possessed of the same nature with the 
child ; and it is possible that his natural affec- 
tions, indolence, or pride, will prevent him 
from doing what he knows to be duty. But 
to descend for a moment to particulars. And 
here, Mrs. C — , allow me for the sake of 
bringing the subject, as they say, nearer home, 
to assume an instance for illustration out of 
your own family* (I am sure you will readily 
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exculpate me from any intention to wound 
your feelings by so doing. Others, perhaps, 
would not grant me the same right of assump- 
tion.) Let us suppose, for example, that 
your little Charles, who, if I mistake not, is 
just beginning to walk, but as yet cannot ar- 
ticulate scarce a syllable, is desired or com- 
manded by his ma' to come to her. He does 
not come. She asks him again. He remains 
still and stiff, which clearly implies a refusal. 
At such a crisis, parents would conduct differ- 
ently. Some would let their child stand, and 
say no more to him till they might have occa- 
sion to issue fresh commands, all of which 
he would perhaps regard, as we do the bulls 
of the pope. Others would draw the child 
to them by force, and mind nothing about his 
want or " wont" — not even notice it enough 
to reprimand him. But Charles 9 mother, on 
the contrary, would, I trust, consider this lit- 
tle inarticulate and seemingly insignificant 
word, of more real consequence than a whole 
oration of Cicero, or treatise of Plato, be- 
cause it is a manifestation of that corrupt na- 
ture which she well knew was always lurking 
in the child's bosom, and only waiting for op- 
portunity and sufficient power, to break forth 
in murders, treasons, rebellions, and a total 
subversion of all order and happiness. You 
would consider that he has enough reason and 
knowledge to constitute him a proper subject 
C 
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of moral government, of rewards and punish- 
ments, as soon as be knows enough to disobey 
a command, and manifest an obstinate will. 
And, viewing the subject in this light, could 
you forbear correcting him in a manner cal- 
culated to subdue his temper*, persevering in 
it till it proved effectual? A correction thus 
administered, and for the very first offence, 
would seldom need repeating. Thus have 
you established a salutary authority over the 
child, which, if treated otherwise, he would 
have acquired over his mother, and probably 
never have lost. Indeed it is believed, that 
most of the failures in parental authority may 
be traced to a want of putting their principles 
in practice seasonably* The child who is 
too young to be corrected fpr thefirst offence, 
will be too old to correct for the second. You 

will excuse me, dear Mrs. C , if I tell 

you, that I thought I discovered an error or 
inadvertency in your family government. It 
was a want of sufficient energy in your voice 

♦What can be said or thought of those parents— 
the number I hope is small — who affirm, that " it spoilt 
a child to break his will ."' Has it then come to this, that 
selfishness, the very essence of all sin, is no evil? and that 
pride is to be flattered and fostered in sinful worms of the 
dust ? The ruin of such children, judging upon the prin- 
ciples of religion, the dictates of common sense, or the 
voice of universal experience, is easilr*uccounted for. 
But O the dreadful account to be rendered by the deluded 
parents i 



27 

and countenance, in giving a prohibitory 
command to William. Authority you know 
once established, may yet be lost ; for the " 
same eviWnature still reigns in the child at 
ten, that did at one.' 1 am well aware, as you 
cfcn be, of the vast importance of the " sua- 
viter inmodo;" of ever mingling mildness 
and tenderness with severity, f therefore 
much admire your method of expressing your 
commands, in the form of a request, (Will you 
do this or that ?) even to your menial servants. 
A positive order spoken in this manner, will be 
rarely disobeyed. But you doubtless bear 
in mind, that there is a difference between a 
positive and a negative command, and differ- 
ent degrees of urgency in both. " Why do 
ye such things, my sons ?" would not prevent 
Eli's children from destruction ; and ' don't 
do so, William, 9 spoken in rather a languid 
manner, did not at the instant r prevent yours 
from tossing the ball, which broke the mirror. 
In fine; according to our first maxim, unless 
an order be reasonable, it should never be 
given, and when given, it should always be 
promptly obeyed. And to be sure that such 
obedience is given, is a duty of the utmost im- 
portance to every one who would preserve 
lis authority in every station. But I would 
not be tedious. Your good sense and good 
principles on this subject, if faithfully put in 
practice, cannot fail of ultimate success. On 



28 

this point as well as all others,- the Bible is full 
of instruction ; to which if more diligent and 
prayerful attention were given by every pa- 
rent, family government in general would be 
far different from what it now is. Here you 
find our two maxims, fully inculcated, and ex- 
emplified. " Folly is bound up in the heart 
of a child ; but the rod of correction will drive 
it from him." " He that spareth the rod, hateth 
his son ; but he that loveth him chasteneth 
him betimes." How fully the whole tenor of 
this book urges the necessity of restraint, cor- 
rection, admonition, &c. Yet, alas! how 
many at the present day, to the ruin of their 
families and of the rising generation, are dis- 
posed to neglect this old-fashioned guide of 
family discipline, and follow their own devices 
to the discovery of some new rules a little 
more congenial to the natural feelings. You 
may think me on this point unnecessarily mi- 
nute and prolix ; but however trivial it may at 
first view appear* the real and vast importance 
of good family discipline, of parental autho- 
rity, filial respect, may be sufficiently shown 
by this single consideration : without this, no 
instruction whatever will be likely to be pro- 
perly regarded, or followed ; and without in- 
struction, your children will evidently be un- 
done. Too much stress, then, can hardly be 
laid upon it, by parents who regard both their 
own comfort in the marriage state, and the 
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happiness of— I will not say those committed 
to their care ; but the very fruit of their body 
— their dear offspring. And firmly believ- 
ing, dear Jtfadam, that you are one of this 
kind, permit me to ask a few such questions 
as you have frequently put to yourself, in or- 
der to ascertain the propriety of your claim 
to the title of one who " looks well to the 
ways of her household." . 4 Do I really de- 
sire my children's happiness? Do I treat 
them as rational, and still as selfish beings? 
Do I then consider, that as selfishness is in- 
consistent with true happiness, they must be 
enabled to form habits of self-denial ? Am I 
therefore convinced of the importance of re- 
straining them* and correcting them when 
wrong ? And do I practise according to all 
these convictions ? Is it agreceble to such 
practice to correct in a passion ? to correct 
with different degrees of severity for a simi- 
lar offence, at different times ? to make no dis- 
tinction between offences, but to punish for 
greater and less with equal severity 1 espe- 
cially to treat trivial faults like heinous 
crimes ? to cease correcting at any time be- 
fore penitence and cheerful obedience is ef- 
fected ? ever to give a command which is un- 
reasonable ? to give one in such a tone as to 
lead the child to suppose it is not of much 
consequence? or ever to give one without 
seeing it promptly obeyed ? to govern rather 
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by fear than love ? And have 1 not to-day 
been guilty of some of these faults ? In fine ; 
do I feel my own insufficiency for these things, 
and look to Qod for direction and assistance, 
in reading and prayer ? O may my past er- 
rors in this thing be corrected, and my wilful 
heglects and positive faults not be set to my 
account, or my children's !' 

But, not to enlarge, family government is 
by no means to be dismissed with the nurse- 
ry. As long as the least trace of depravity 
exists, so long will your parental authority be 
necessary to restrain your children from the 
foolish, vicious, and dangerous courses to 
which they will be constantly inclined. 

Neither is that branch of education termed 
instruction, to which I proposed briefly to 
call your attention, by any means confined to 
the school-room. These two branches, al- 
though spoken of as distinct, must ever, in 
tho nature of things, be closely connected, 
and mutually dependent. Were it not for de- 
pravity, there were no need of restraints and 
correction ; and without the faculty of rea- 
son, there could be no instruction. But while 
children continue to be depraved, rational be- 
ings, so long must their education be a conti- 
nued series of restraints and precepts, correc- 
tions and examples. Government must pre- 
pare the way for instruction, and instruction* 
must help to render government efficacious. 
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And as the latter must be seasonable in order 
tQ its existence, so must the former in order to 
its utility. But I need not labour to convince 
you of the truth of what I know you already 
fee! ; the importance of teaching seasonably, 
what you would teach effectually ; of instil- 
ling early into the infant minds of your chil- 
dren whatever you desire they should either 
love, remember, or practise. I only desire 
you to use your influence and exertions, that 
certain of your neighbours may also feel its 
importance ; for I recollect some of them pur- 
posely neglect instructing their children, from 
the mistaken notion that they are too young 
to learn, at least any thing which is of any 
importance when learnt ; but many more of 
them, while correct in theory, are grossly de- 
ficient in practice. Will you not urge them 
all to think seriously on this subject ? to re- 
flect on their own experience when children ; 
to commiserate the future wretchedness of 
their dear offspring, which reasonable in- 
struction, by the divine blessing, might pre- 
vent; to credit the united testimony of the wise 
and good, and, above all, (he word of wisdom 
and eternal truth ? And will you not read to 
them yourself the following passages ? Prov. 
xiii. 24. & xxiiii. 13. &xix. IB. fcxxix. 15, 
&c. And remember to close with " If ye 
know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them." 
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You will probably expect me to say some- 
thing more particular on the specific objects 
of an early education ; but these the limits of 
a sheet will not allow me even to glance at. 
They are so numerous, I should not know 
where to stop. In a few days, however, I will 
take up the subject, and perhaps by the next 
mail send you another communication ; if so, 
it will be a link of the same chain, and you 
must consider it only as the end of the first 
lesson. I ought to add, " This will we do if 
God permit. 5 ' 

Your humble servant, 

e. a 



LETTER III. 

/ TO A MOTHER. 

Dear and respected Madam, 

My letter of the 10th inst. which ere this 
you have received, will supersede the neces- 
sity of an introduction to this, and I will pro- 
ceed to observe, " Train up a child in the way 
he should go." If you inquire what that way 
is, I cannot do better than to point you to the 
way God has marked out in his word, as the 
only sure and safe one. You have doubtless 
felt something of your responsibility as a 
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mother ; that principally on you. under God, 
are all your children dependent for their use- 
fulness and happiness. For on you, especially 
during six or eight of their earliest years, do 
they look for a supply of all their little wants ; 
you are always with them ; from you they must 
receive their first impressions of right and 
wrong ; and, under your care, they will form 
most of their habits, which will last^em 
through life, and may I not say, through eter- 
nal ages ! These things you have probacy 
thought of, and trembled at the thought ; and 
thus your mind has been tried with regard to 
what they ought to learn, and how they ought 
to learn it. The Bible, as was said before, 
must be your only guide, and prayer your 
only strength and consolation. Thus you 
may learn the end of their creation, as well 
as your own, which is to glorify God, by a 
life of humble active obedience to his will, 
in doing good in the world, and to enjoy him 
for ever, through repentance of sin, and faith 
in Christ alone. All your instruction will of 
course have a tendency, some how or other, 
to this great object. Whatever you teach 
them, either by precept or example, must be 
designed, either directly or indirectly, to give 
them correct ideas of the " ways of God to 
man ;" of the character and duty of man, and 
of themselves in particular ; to re-create the 
ruins of the fall in that little world within 
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them, the heart ; to make them humble, and 
teachable, and pious, and active ; and thus to 
qualifythem, through the divine blessing, for 
extensive and eminent usefulness in their day 
and generation. 

• You will now willingly, and I think pro- 
,pfcrly, leave your sons to the direction of a 
faithful and affectionate partner, and come 
witjune to view for a few minutes the subject 
whSh common custom and language denomi- 
rtras " Female Education." Not that we 
suppose, or that any who use this phrase at 
this day of enlarged and enlightened views, 
are ignorant or wicked enough to insinu- 
ate by the use of it, that the female sex 
have scarcely a rational, if they have an 
immortal part ; or that the constitution of the 
sexes and end of their existence, are so very 
dissimilar as to require an essentially and to- 
tally different education. (I fe$r, however, 
that the term has, especially in this country, 
acquired a practical signification, too much 
like (his.) 

Ladies are undoubtedly designed by Pro- 
vidence to move in a sphere, through this 
short life, different in some respects from that 
of gentlemen; their education, of course, 
must be regulated accordingly — different in 
some of its circumstances. But who does not 
see that this difference is quite unlike that be- 
tween the human species and the irrational ? 
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Why, then, should the culture of rational 
minds be so vastly different as it frequently 
is ? Why should a part be educated in a wajr 
directly calculated to create a distinction where 
nature has made no difference ? To persua ~ 
them, if possible, that they have no mini 
Accomplishments pertain only to the anii 
nature ; how then can a lady, with theie only' 
to recommend her, bring claim to the tide of* 
rational being ? or of an " help meet," altait- 
able companion for a rational man ? I amS|| 
at all apprehensive, Mrs. C — , of your suspect- 
ing roe of a design to confound the distinction 
of the sexes, when I give it as my opinion 
that their education, so far as relates to the 
improvement of the mind, should be as near- 
ly the same as individual circumstances will 
possibly allow. This opinion, you will rea- 
dily grant, is founded both on reason and re- 
velation. Let me be more particular. It is 
an undoubted fact, with respect to the mass 
of females in our country, that one part of 
them are almost exclusively occupied in do- 
mestic concerns — in manual labour ; and an- 
other part, whose circumstances will permit, 
are confined, during the first fifteen or twenty 
years of their life, to making their mind a lum- 
ber-room of unconnected facts ; or else to 
the pursuit of what are termed accomplish- 
ments; which word, in the modern dialect, is 
Considered to extend little further than ta 
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persona) elegance, and the refinement of the 
vague thing, termed taste. In all this, there 
is, properly speaking, no cultivation of the 
mind, the glory and distinguishing character- 
istic of man. 

'Music, poetry, painting, embroidery, &c. 
may be useful certainly in their place ; but it 
is only in their place ; a rank according to 
their relative importance; which, to every 
reletting mind, must appear of by no means 
tjjpfcighest decree. Reading, spelling, and 
penmanship, although essential in an educa- 
tion, are yet wholly of a secondary impor- 
tance—the hands, and mouth, and stomach, 
so to speak, by which mental food is to be 
^procured and received* English grammar 
and rhetoric are much the same in their na- 
ture and use. Geography and history are 
useful to store the mind with facts. Now it 
is clear, all these a scholar may attend to ex- 
clusively , year after year, and make what is 
called good progress, and vet her mind, so 
far as reason is connected, remain almost 
wholly unstrengthened and unimproved. 
Storing the memory with facts, and draw- 
ing inferences and reflections, and making 
deductions, are very different things. By 
the latter exercise only, do we make the 
knowledge of others our own, and ren- 
der facts of any practical utility. This is 
the province of reason alone. But we eag 
learn to reason only by reasoning—by al^en* 
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tion to what is properly teemed science, via. 
those studies which exercise the reason, and 
treat of the human mind. These are princi- 
pally mathematics and logic ; to which suffer 
me to add natural philosophy, chymistry, and 
botany, as holding an intermediate rank in 
the sciences, blending to together fact and 
deduction : then you have a pretty good list 
of the studies of a scientific nature, which I 
would in general advise a daughter or a fe- 
male friend to pursue, unless her situation 
Eermits her also to attend to some of the dead 
tnguages. Judge, then, what I must think 
(and I doubt not you think the same) of the 
system of female education adopted by most 
instructors in our country, from which the 
five last mentioned sciences are entirely ex- 
cluded ? Truly we cannot but commiserate 
the situation of many a mind, destined to hold 
k progressive rank through eternity propor- 
tionable to its improvement in time, which is 
yet so completely buried in the rubbish of 
fad 8, and stinted and benumbed by the fumes 
of superstition, vanity, levity, and imbecility, 
that it can hardly put forth energy enough to 
comprehend a syllogism, or fully understand a 
single well-written discburse V And many a fe- 
male, who has attended years, I might almost 
say all her years, to tfie fine arts, and English 
grammar, rhetoric,and geography,mightdoubt- 
fess receive more real advantage, as to mental 
D 
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improvement, from a single rule in arithme- 
tic, or proposition of Euclid, fairly demon- 
strated and well understood, than she has re- 
alized from study, perhaps in her life. " A 
female," says Dr. Johnson, " cannot have too 
much arithmetic." And indeed where is the 
justice of speaking of female imbecility of 
mind, so long as no pains are taken to 
strengthen it? Experience proves, that the 
seeming difference of the sexes in this re- 
spect, is owing, perhaps altogether, to their 
different education. But you will not care to 
be complimented at the expense of your pa- 
tience. Yet I would not be misunderstood. 
I contend not for an exclusive attention to the 
solid sciences ; every thing is useful in it 
place. " A young lady," you used iustly to 
say, " need learn many things besides those 
which are taught at school." And now this 
word is mentioned, let me ask your opinion 
concerning boarding schools. For myself, 
I have thought with respect to sending chil- 
dren abroad, " circumstances" must ever 
" alter cases ;" and no general rules could be 
given, unless it could be this one ; that it is 
usually better for children, if practicable, to 
be under their parents' watch and instruction. 
If you conclude to send yours at a distance, 
on the sole condition that you cannot procure 
suitable instruction near home, I think you will 
not fail to look well to the population of the m 
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village contiguous to the school ; their charac- 
ter for genuine politeness, sobriety, and piety, 
especially of the family in which your daugh- 
ters may board ; the sciences, and manner in 
which they are taught ; the personal character 
of the teacher, as to his religion as well as to 
his science ; and, if possible, to procure some 
one to be their second mother during their ab- 
sence. But above all, if their progress be to- 
lerable at school, do not flatter them with it 
on their return. Of this you will be in pecu- 
liar danger, notwithstanding your correct 
principles. 

Pride little becomes such creatures as we 
are ; and least of all a student. With this 
disposition, no progress will be made in any 
thing but sin and misery. Than pedantry, 
in a female, I scarce know of any thing more 
intolerable. And this I trust, in your chil- 
dren, will be prevented by showing them, 
both by precept and example, how little they 
know at home*, after all they have learnt 

• 

* And surely the most disgusting of all pedantry — not 
to say the most criminal — is a species of affected ignorance 
on every subject ; which seems to say, with the Hindoo 
Brahmin, " Pray note how humble J am." But of this, 
as well as every other kind, will a young lady be effectu- 
ally cured, as soon as made to realize — not, as Dean 
Swift says, " That after all, phe knows no more than a 
common school boy ;" for this may not be true : but that 
after all the has learnt or can learn liere, she actually 
knows nothing at all to perfection, not even how a single 
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abroad. And by no one thing, perhaps, is 
their vanity likely to be more promoted, and 
their progress in every useful study more re- 
tarded, than by a passionate fondness for fine 
clothes. But against this you have already 
taken measures to provide a remedy, by 
pointing out its exceeding folly, by engaging 
their attention to something more important, 
and by pointing eut to them those poor af- 
flicted fellow beings, both at home and in fo- 
reign lands, who are destitute not only of com- 
fortable clothing, but of most of the comforts 
and conveniences of civilized life, and of the 
hopes of any thing better beyond the crave. 
" I am sure now/' said Caroline, " Ma% I 
don't want to wear but one of these ruffles at 
a time, and why mayn't I sell two of them, 



Jeaf grows, or why a single hair falls; and that«ven her 
nominal knowledge is nothing, compared with what may 
be learnt by such imperfect beings. How important that 
parents understand at least enough of science to teach 
theif children these humiliating lessons ! Such instruc- 
tion has a tendency ,jrt the same time to render them mora 
happy in themselves, and to increase their respect and 
filial submission to their parents and teachers ; without 
which all their instruction will be thrown away. Mikat 
a picture of primeval happiness is a well-ordered fiftnily 
circle ! the children by turns attentively reading and lis* 
tening ; the parents prompting, explaining, and deducing 
practical instruction. Rarely, it is bettered, do we find 
a perfectly docile child, or a perfectly natural reader, 
who we shall not find, upon inquiry, has been some time 
or other taught in this very way. 
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and my pearl beads, and gold mounted in* 
dispensable*, (a plain one will do just as 
well) and send the money to those poor little 
girls in India, to buy th4m some Bibles, and 
some clothes, and school-masters and minis- 
ters ?" OK, with what heart-felt satisfaction 
did you hear from your youngest child, a bet- 
loved daughter, this language of self-denial 
and genuine fellow feeling! How different 
this from the affected and cruel tenderness of 
those misses who can cry at the whining of a 
favourite lap-dog, at the same time that they 
are tormenting birds and crushing insects for 
diversion ; and who, when they get older, can 
leave a languishing mother at home, and go 
away, decked in an the frippery of folly and 
extravagance, to weep at fiction in the thea- 
tre ! Says the moralizing Cowper, 

" I would not number on my list of friends 

" (Hfo' grac'd with polieh'd manners and fine sense, 

" Yet waiting sensibility) the man 

** Who nttdUssty sets foot upon a worm." 

But to return to those " other things." — 
Some of them have been anticipated. Music 
has been mentioned as an accomplishment. 
I wish to mention it again— I mean now sa- 
cred music, as an art and science, to which 

* ' Gold indupcnsable P Strange inconsistency ! why 
did not the sweet girl coin a new word, and say gold 
mounted dispensable? 

D2 
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it is not only a satisfaction, but an imperious 
duty, for every one who has the rational abi- 
lity and opportunity, to attend ; at least, so 
far as to be able to unite in it with propriety 
in time of public and social worship. 

There is another subject also, to which if I 
call your attention a moment, it is only for the 
sake of the good of your neighbours. I mean 
the very vague and indefinite subject of po- 
liteness. If, however, I apprehended that I 
should be understood by this term to signify 
that medley of vanity and affectation usually 
learnt in the dancing room, and at large par- 
ties, I had much rather be silent— at least, as 
to any thing which might be construed into 
commendation. I only mean, that there is a 
certain ease of manners and self-command, 
which it is desirable and important, that 
every one who would be the most useful in 
life, be master of in a good degree ; vastly 
more important than I fear sdme of the best 
of people are aware. If we would profit 
others, especially strangers, by our, inter- 
course and conversation, we must be careful 
not to disgust by our impertinence, or shut 
their mouths by our reserve, and their hearts 
by our forbidding formality. This genuine 
politeness, however, is more an internal prin- 
ciple, than any external mode ; ever emanat- 
ing from an enlarged fellow-feeling of benevo- 
lence, an heartfelt desire to see all about us 
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happy ; showing itself in a thousand little de- 
cencies, and extending itself throughout our 
every thought, word, look, and gesture. In 
a word, politeness is an habitual desire to 
please our friends and companions, in such a 
way as will not be displeasing to God. Hav- 
ing thus learnt what it is, and where it is seat- 
ed, the direct way to come at it seems not 
obscure. Would youth learn the art of po- 
liteness, let them learn to exercise and mani- 
fest those feelings towards God and man which 
they ought, and they will have no more on this 
subject to learn. Till then, they must be al- 
ways learning, and their parents always teach- 
ing ; not so much indeed by precept and by 
cold propositions addressed to the understand- 
ing, as by amiable example, and instructions 
designed to reach and mend the heart. 

1 trust you have not bad as yet, nor ever 
will have occasion to alter your sentiments on 
the importance of learning children of both . 
sexes industrious habits. Your sentiments 
on this point, as well as on many others, I uh 
deed gathered rather from your practice, than 
your conversation. But if expressed in words, 
they would I think amount to nearly this; 
« active industry is the sole preserver of 
health, the great steward of livelihood* the 
protector of innocence, the saviour of virtue, 
the discarderofvice* the champion of liberty, 
and the prime minister of state. 5 You have 
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doubtless considered this of as great impor- 
tance, at least, as I have said. Happy would 
it be, were this the case with those parents* 
from whose example, indulgence, and tacit 
consent, their children early learn the self- 
complacent language of false honour t ' I am 
the child of a gentleman; it is beneath my 
dignity to be employed in menial occupa- 
tions. 7 Alas! who are verier slaves than 
those of pride, ignorance, and folly I Should 
such ideas and practices continue, and should 
the lives and healths of such children be al- 
most miraculously protracted to the time of 
middle age, how would they manage a family 
should they ever be placed in one, thus void 
of all experience ? And what would be their 
situation, should their boasted privileges of 
gentlemen and gentlewomen, happen to last 
no longer than their riches^hich are already 
taking to themselves wings. We may fre- 
quently see some of them in the character of 
visitors, changing about with the changing 
moon, and going from one house to another, 
to see their wearied, nominal friends, while 
they deserve our compassion scarcely less 
than the wandering mendicant. 

But, * the one thing needful," I think I hear 
you say, is none of these. Madam, the all 
important subject of religion, has not yet 
been mentioned ; which so far from being 
Excluded from a proper education, pr put by 
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till the very last, should ever be the first eon* 
sideration, and should constitute the soul and 
spirit of all other instruction. From this are 
to be drawn the motives to activity and per* 
severance in whatever is proposed. It is here, 
the correctne$$ of our motives and principles 
is to be tried. Here is to be found the rule 
of duty in all cases. Here the voice of trm 
wisdom* proclaims the nature and end of all 
genuine instruction* Are children necessita- 
ted to acquire easy manners by a proper de* 
gree of intercourse with the world? ' Beware,' 
she whispers, ' test you follow its bad exam* 
pies, instead of its good ones.' Are they ac- 
complished t She points them to the grave, 
shows them how to estimate their accomplish* 
ments. Have they made proficiency in the 
arts, and sciences ? * Of what use, says she, 
' are these thing* to you, unless you learn at 
the same time the rare art of subduing your 
own corrupt passions, and the great science 
of life, death, and eternity V Are they musi- 
cians ? ' Be sure not to Jet this employment, 
however delightfuf, consume too r.uch of your 
precious time; live so as to be sure of Hea- 
ven ; then you may sing without satiety or in- 
terruption, and without end.' Are they in- 
dustrious ? She tells them not to be careful 
and troubled about many things. Are they 
children of fine parts, a sweet temper and en* 
gaging manners ? ' Dear youth' ^ e **- 
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claims, * I am concerned for you ; have yoli 
ever been born again ? and have you given 
your hearts to God ? For without this, possess 
what amiable natural qualities you may, you 
are not too good, not too beautiful to burn 
for ever in hell.' To their parents also she 
extends the warning voice. ' Beware, lest 
your anxiety for their perishing bodies cause 
you to murder their immortal souls. Have 
you btfen careful to instruct them in the great 
precepts and practice of the religion of Jesus ? 
Have you by precept and example inculca- 
ted the all-important duty of prayer ? and have 
you provided for them suitable places for re- 
tirement, as well in winter as summer ? Do 
you in all things endeavour to bring them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord V 

But that I be not so long as to weary, you 
will allow me to recommend the perusal of 
two books on this subject. I mean the works 
of Miss Moore, and the Bible. There is, 
however, a popular objection to Miss Moore's 
writings that we may do well to consider. 
They are §aid to be written almost exclu- 
sively for the higher ranks in life, and there- 
fore are of no use to others. The fact is, she 
wished to point out what is a good Female 
education, alike for the splendid and the ob- 
scure ; not one good for the one, and a dif- 
ferent good for the other. No such distinc- 
tion can be paade. You, for example, have 
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had given you four amiable daughters. You 
know not what course Providence has mark- 
• ed out for any of them. They may not be 
destined to fill any very important station in 
this world; they also may, some of them, fill 
the most important. Were you sure, that one 
of them, you know not which, is destined to 
sustain the relation of wife, and mother, in the 
family of an affectionate and distinguished 
minister of the everlasting gospel, or mission- 
ary of the cross, how doubly careful and anx- 
ious you would be, that the education of the 
whole might be such, that they would be 
well fitted to fill these stations ; and to act 
their parts well ; knowing that such an ed- 
ucation would not injure any of them ; but on 
the contrary, would be of incalculable benefit, 
whatever might be their situation. Possibly, 
Madam, the supposition may be realized. At 
any rate, your daughters will all occupy im- 
portant stations beyond the present scene. 
Of what vast consequence does a good educa- 
tion appear in this point of view ? — Not for 
a rich heiress only,* but for every one, pos- 

* How pleasing— -I dont mean to mt y but to every 
being in the universe who takes pleasure in the increase 
of happiness — would the rich universally allow themselves 
in one more self- indulgence — viz. the unspeakable pleasure 
of helping to an education the children of their poorer 
neighbours. I speak not now of the obligation ; of the 
good of society; and particularly of the individuals thai 
patronized, — who would one day, perhaps, myriads of 



48 

seteed of a frail body, and an immortal soul; 
And what is a good education f It is the very 
best one, that the circumstances of each fami- 
ly will allow the parents to bestow, and the 
daughters to acquire ; — and this will be essen- 
tially the same in all. 

Great, almost unbounded, is the influence 
of -females over the other sex, and in the 

ages hence, rise tip and call their benefactors blessed ;— • 
I do not point them to a Buchanan, a Goldsmith, 
a H. Kirke White, a Spencer, with many living 
characters, the very first in Church and state, and in the 
hearts of their fellow beings ; who were all once just such 
little destitute children, as those about their streets and 
doors now are— I now speak only of the immediate hap- 
piness of the rich themselves and their families in so doing. 
And not to dwell on the 4 luxury of doing good,' which in 
this way they would find, with aH their dainties, to be the 
sweetert repast they ever tasted ; — how beautifying the 
effect on their children, were they thus early learnt by 
example and habit to search out the necessitous and ig- 
norant, and pity, and relieve, and instruct them; and 
thus to estimate their own privileges, as well as the true 
worth of their money— viz, just as much as it does of good 
in J&t worldy and no more ;— which indeed, after all, is 
not thsirs ; but is due, a great part of it, to their brethren 
in distress,*nd all of it to their Heavenly Father. — ' No 
man, but especially, no christian, 9 says a late excellent 
character, • has any rightjto die rich.* To which quota- 
tion may I not add, fas an excellent specimen of the use 
of the interrogation,) a question which a certain strange 
man used to put every new year's evening, to no one in 
the world but himself—* 1 Is there not one or more poor 
tihildren In the neighbourhood, whom a little of my 
money and care might have made richer than it has all 
made me?' 1 



World, as it respects taste, and science, and 
morals, and Religion* How important, then,, 
that this influence, if possible, be rightly di- 
rected ! — The obligations of mothers in 
Christendom to educate their offspring 1 in cor- 
rect principles, are, if possible, even greater 
than those of fathers. To this religion along 
it is owing, that their <|ear children are not 
iiow iminoiate(J to Dagon before their eyegi 
and themselves are noi in" a state of perfect 

flavery, under subjection to their husbands !— 
'eculiar also, are the' "motives afcd' mcou* 
ragtments they jiave id befeidrful in this gpofl 
work, pan you but rjSect, )llrs C— - — * op 
your own experience, and think whether yoil 
migty hot have got along more Jfcappily, anil 
tiseAiljIy yourself, had your ediifcation b'eeniji 
some respects different ?— You have now jail 
,oppor|untfy to Imprbve on your own systete? J 
and thus inafce those you love 'as your crtrn 
spul, more happy and useful— : nay, I migfct 
say the same of myriads, who shall confe 
jarfter theqi; an<J all as one, at last, rise lip 
and call you blessed! Butt above ail,; may 
t you have grace to thipjc and fec»cl on afTttfe 
precious promises of -Him, who has said to 
you, take these little Ones and educate them 

-forme! ,,.^;..n 

I ^m, c}ear Madam, wj{h cjordi^l affection 
4nd sincere resgect, Yours^,*, ' , ^ h 

: J '/. : -.r )l*.p 
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LETTER IV. 

TO A WIFE* 

Dear Madam, 

I can't but feel a diffidence in writing to a 
minister's wife, though she be much younger 
than myself; for to this class of ladies my 
feelings are accustomed to bow with defer- 
ence and respect. But yourself and husband 
have invited me to write, and I comply. You 
have also furnished me with a subject, which, 
by the blessing of God, I hope may benefit us 
both. You recollect you said to me, when 
speaking of the important station in which 
Providence had lately placed you, i Tell me 
every thing; tell me now to discharge the 
duties of a wife, ancjLof a Christian. 9 This 
was not all ; you made me promise upon both 
of these points to be particular : and now I 
can't go "back, although the subject demands 
a far abler pen than mine, and much longer 
time than this evening can afford. " What a 
thing it is to promise!" Truly the promise 
qi faithfulness has gone out of my lips. I 
airi aware, Mrs. A—, thfiit to particularize tile 
dutieA-pf f a wife, is not only an arduous task, 
a t>\u i very ®<iilicate subject. how 1 wish 
tonpee it handled with a master's hand ! 
1 shall try to say what I think is, and what 
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is not, the doty of every wife to a kind and 
affectionate husband, and then speak of those 
greater obligations due to the public minis- 
ter, who holds the near and dear relation of 
husband. We so much oftener see what i* 
wrong than what is right, I will first tell what 
words and actions always appear sinful and 
disgusting in a wife. I will endeavour to 
look at her steadily, from sunrise till evening, 
and make my observations accordingly* I 
will introduce myself to her by saying, Every 
one takes the liberty to judge for himself, 
whether u yielding hands find blessings twist- 
ed with their bands.". Love and hatred, 
and indifference, are so far from each other, 
that they may readily be distinguished. A 
woman who can easily and often frown at her 
husband, and always be reproaching him, and 
who never appears less happy than when in 
his society, may with much reason be sus- 
pected that her love and obedience are not 
sincere, though she may compliment him ever 
so much while absent, and shed many team 
for his safe return. Neither smiles at his ap- 
proach, sighs at his departure, anxiety in his 
sickness, lamentation at his death, nor love 
for his children, nor all these combined, would 
afford any thing more than circumstantial 
evidence of her conjugal affection. To have 
positive proof of mutual love, I would only 
fee present with the happy pair a few days, 
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,&nd have their eyes closed from beholding 
me. The ordinary scenes of domestic life 
should sqrround them ; the usual, pleasures 
and the usual perplexities of the married 
.state. .As I said before, I will suppose my- 
self unob^erved^ yet observing the wife in- 
tently ^11 the live-long day ; watching every 
expressxpn of her eye. and all her va- 
ried tones and gestures. There! I behold 
ler now 1 (and hear her clock striking 6 in 
the morning.) Mrs. R — is now alone with 
her companion, reprimanding him for rising 
no sooner* From her deep-drawn scowl and 
elevated voice, you would think she was 
scolding a slothful servant* She se^ms to 
consider herself the master, instead of the 
mistress of the house. . How ridiculous to be 
continually teasing him, who has blessed her 
with his love, and on whose labour she is de- 
pendent for, the support of herself and her 
.children* Supposing that he does not exact- 
,ty as he should, will a. fretful, worrying, sour 
temper he likely to soften his disposition and 
improve his conduct, so effectually as gentle 
words and actions? Mr.* R— has now left 
the bouse ; he looked part of the time vexed, 
and part of the time grieved, but said nothing* 
I pitied the poor man* I suppose he heari^a ' 
similar song every morning. Alway^jEo 
warm or too cold, too much or too little/*?© 
sweet or loo sour, too weak or too strong^foo 
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early or too late, too still or loo noisy. How 
unlike that tender strain of Cowper's, " Do- 1 
mestic happiness ! sole bliss of Paradise, that 
has survived the fall." 

The black boy is now in the room, receiv- 
ing the same condemnation for being no ear* 
Her risen, and for waiting his master's call, 
who ought to have slept another hour after 
such fatigue as he suffered the day before. 
Mr. R — has been up to the meat market al- 
ready, and is charged with selecting the poor- 
est piece on purpose, and paying the highest 
price that ever was. But now, as he has 
stepped, out of the room, she appears highly 
pleased, and, did she know I was so near, 
would call him the best provider in the world* 
O this trifling with the feelings of relatives 
must be a great sin in His sight who says, 
" Be kindly affectioned one towards ano- 
ther ." The family with their visitors are notf 
called to breakfast, and I will step unseen in- 
to the dining- room, to learn if any love is 
there* Can it be, is it possible, that this 
pleasant, this beautiful woman, who presides 
so gracefully at the table, is the same who, a 
minute before, gave her husband a pestiferous 
and heart-chitting frown, merely because 
she must wait upon his company ! She at 
present is apparently delighted, and substi- 
tutes for the s[hort no and yes, (to her belov- 
ed,) sir and my dear. The cloth is now re- 
E 2 



moved, and the strangers only remain in the 
>oom with the smiling wife. They think tht* 
the happiest family they ever visited. So has* 
tily and so wrong we are all inclined to judge* 
Mr. R— is the favourite theme with theloving 
wife, arnd their happy union the congratula* 
tion of surrounding friends. Mrs. R — must 
now excuse herself to attend to her domestic 
Concertos, and f will follow her wherever she 
goes. The mask is left in the drawing room, 
where it k mistaken for amiable character; 
in truth 'tis total depravity. I wish the com- 
pany could take a peep* at her now. They 
Would not even know her. She looks ten 
years older than she did half an hour ago; 
and every titoe her husband cotnes in, I should 
think she trVd to mortify and pain him, did 
I not know she bad voluntarily chosen him, be- 
fore all others, as the companion of her days, 
and the object of her tenderest affection. 
When she enjoy£ mbre favoured hours, and 
feels in a pfeasanter mood, she manifests no 
hearty desire to entertain this nearest of all 
relatives ; but is continually provoking him, 
and taunting over her family trials, and hint- 
ing suspicions of his love; as well she may, 
for " lov.e, and love only, is the loan for 
love." 

" Nor let the cruel fetters bind 
41 A gentle to a savage mind, 



<f Fo? love abhoti tfce sight { 
" Loose the fierce tiger from the detr, * 
• 4 For native rage and native fear 

" Rise and forbid delight." 

I told you I would spy this woman from 
morning to night, in all her various windings ; 
but / also " abhor the sight,'? and am weary 
of bearing the same petulancy and peevish- 
ness over and over again. 

Be assured, that though these things abound, 
they ought not so to be. I cannot apply any 
of these fancied facts to yourself, my friend $ 
however well they suit some; but 1 would setup 
this image as a beacon, to save you from that 
vortex of rwin, in which many have been de- 
stroyed, with their reputation and peace. The 
outer circles of a family whirlpool, are cares, 
anxieties, skkness, weakness, impatience, 
sorrow, anil sin* As all move more or less in 
this round, it becomes every one of us to 
watch and pray lest we enter into greater 
temptation, and are finally overcome by w the 
cataracts and breaks, which humour inter* 
posed too often makes. 5 ' A certain author, 
speaking of our first parents^ particularly of 
our mother Eve, reminds her daughters, that 
" she was not taken out of man's head to rule 
over him, nor out of his/oof to be trampled 
upon ; but from under his arm to be protect- 
ed, and near his heart to love and be belov* 
*d." These words are so excellent, that they 
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almost deserve a plaee in the marriage ser- 
vice. 

When I began to write, I did not intend to 
exceed the limits of a sheet. This I have al- 
ready done. I have been longer than I had 
intended in telling you what the wife should 
not be ; now I must be more concise, and tell 
you what she ought to be, and what a good 
wife will be. As a general rule, she will 
consult and regard the wishes of her husband. 
She will have a special care over his house, 
children, and person ; and will see to it that 
no part of this precious trust be neglected. 
In the kitchen, she will observe economy and 
industry; with the children, parental go- 
vernment, mixed with tenderness ; to the hus- 
band, uniform good nature and respect. Re- 
spect must never die. Thus saith Scripture, 
and thus saith experience. To begin, and to 
go on just right, a woman must chastise and 
subdue, and, by the help of God, be able to 
command and govern her temper ; and when 
she has done ail she can, must feel very hum- 
ble, and be ready to repent whenever she 
does wrong. I advise you, my dear friend, 
daily to implore the Lord's assistance and di- 
rection, in the discharge of your various du- 
ties to Mr* A — ; pray that you may continue 
to ".love each other with pure hearts fervent- 
ly. " and cover the failings of each other with 
the mantle of charity and forgiveness. A$ 
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you have many cares, it will be strange if 
you are not often cumbered with serving, and 
beset with unpleasant feelings. At the first 
risings of such feelings, say with all thy heart, 
" Get thee behind me, Satan," and firmly 
believe, if you " resist the devil, he will flee 
from you.' 1 But if you are ever left (as yoq 
may be) to murmur openly in your family, be 
6ure that you confess your fault as openly 
and as sincerely in your closet before your 
Maker. When you feel that your wicked 
heart is taking fire within, and threatening ah 
explosion of unguarded words, quench the 
rising flame before it bursts out into a Mount 
Vesuvius. If you should ever observe any 
restless emotion in the breast of your hus- 
band, or hear from his lips a discordant note. 
do not pronounce him crasy, as you would 
an instrument ; or mad, as you would your 
dog ; but appear blind to the sight, and deaf 
to the sound, that so by degrees, and by your 
power to soothe, the melancholy air may be 
changed into a cheerful song, and he may 
learn from you that important proverb t 
" There is a time to speak, and a time to 
keep silence." To rise in your husband's 
esteem, and to be always rising, labour un- 
weariedly by prayer to God, and by the 'word 
of exhortation, to promote' his piety and his use- 
fulness; for only in these can he be contend 
and. happy* Suggest to him from time to 
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time, by way of question, how he can benefit^ 
his wife, his child, his neighbours, and your 
much loved little village. But I should have 
done ; and there are many special duties of a 
clergyman's wife, not yet named. Time 
will allow me only to point you to some bright 
examples and living models. There is the 
minister's wife of H — ; what an honour does 
she confer upon herself and the cause of re- 
ligion, by relieving her husband of every do- 
mestic care, and being herself the provider of 
his household ; while he is making that richer 
provision for his congregation, and preparing 
to feed his flock, on every returning Sabbath, 
not only with the sincere milk of the word, 
but with meat, both sweet and strong ! Mrs* 
W — I must also mention as one of the mo- 
thers in Israel, who is a kind of colleague 
with her husband, and who, rather than fre- 
quent parties, visits the sick, the fatherless, 
and the widow ; instructs children, converses 
with sinners, and is literally a help-meet. 
Mrs. D — also ; what an influence she has in 
society! You may have heard that every 
Wednesday afternoon, all the young ladies 
assemble at her house to sew for charity, hear 
her instructive conversation, and join in her 
fervent prayers. On fevery Saturday after- 
noon, the little girls meet with her also, for 
the same purpose. I doubt not she has, or 
will have, many spiritual children among 
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these interesting groups of females, who wifl 
"rise up and call ber blessed." The name 
of Mrs. G — I would not fail to mention 
among these worthies, for your imitation. To 
be short, she lives in one of our great cities,. 
and lives above it, and adorns herself not 
'with gold and costly array ; not with the ex- 
travagance of fashion, but with shame-faced- 
ness and sobriety ; with good works, and a 
meek arid quiet spirit. One object more for 
you to behold, admire, and pattern after; 
though she is a lady always in delicate health, 
and possesses only a common education. 
Those little instruments, the pen and nee- 
dle, are the principal which she makes use 
of in accomplishing much good, With her 
needle she makes garments for ragged chil- 
dren belonging to the Sunday School, and for 
divinity students at the Seminary, who are 
poor, and have nothing to pay for clothing. 
With her consecrated pen, she writes one 
letter a day to some known or unknown friend, 
upon her darling subjects, duty to God and 
man* (The circle of her acquaintance is ve- 
ry extensive.) 

One word to you as a mistress of a family, 
or I shall still be a promise-breaker. I once 
was subject to very unruly passion, and some- 
times when I held an office in the kitchen em- 
pire, I would be for a monarchical govern- 
ment, and for making myself the despot ;< but 
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this 1 found would assuredly occasion a civil 
war ; and so I have learned by experience 
that an aristocracy or a democracy best suits 
domestic life and female subjects. I have 
learned also, that pleasant conduct towards 
subjects or servants, does not . at all hinder 
authority, qr in the least derogate from true 
dignity* Since 1 have been writing, I have 
tried to think to which of the republics youjr 
family province belongs ; but as all are ru- 
lers, excepting one subject, it is very difficult 
to tell. One thing is certain, that all should 
do those things that make for peace, and 
should rule .not only kingdoms, but indivi- 
duals, in the fear of the Lord. * May this let- 
ter, which has been commended to the Most 
High for his blessing, be often perused, and 
abundantly sanctified to her who receives it. 
Praying that grace, mercy, and peace, and 
usefiilnesp, may be multiplied to my .dear 
Mrs. A — , I bid her adieu. 

e. a 

N. B. I have no objection to your reading 
this to your female society, if you think it 
will do any good. In future do ijot be so 
sttenuops in exaqting letter for letter. 

E. C. 



LETTER V. 

90 A SCHOOL GIRL. 

Although my dear M— is quite a young 
miss, I am thinking about writing her a letter. 
I know how pleased I used to be when I first 
wrote and received letters. I felt so muck 
love and obligation to my senior correspond- 
ent*, that I believe, had they exerted their in- 
fluence with me, of any kind, it would have 
• succeeded in making indelible impressions on 
my mind, and have produced lasting effects in 
my life. 

It is my present purpose not so much to 
please as to benefit, unless you have acquired 
the happy art of relinquishing all pleasure 
but such as spriif gs from duty. This is a les- 
son not often taught to those of your age ; but 
-we are never too old nor too young to do 
well. I often lament, (and hope it is with 
% odly sorrow,) that when young I spent so 
many hours in play and small talk. I see 
now the ten thousand advantages to be de- 
rived from being Christians when we are little 
children. Were 1 to live my life over again 
with my present feelings, I think 1 would di- 
rect my very first thoughts to God, and ask a 
blessing upon my life. I would ask his di- 
rection ana assistance in learning to read, and 
F 
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in all my studies, and in every thing. .This 
Would be calculated to add patience to pur- 
suit, and excite diligence in duty. So soon 
as children begin to ask favours of their pa- 
rents, I think they should be directed to God, 
and learn from whom they receive all. When 
we feel that all is the Lord's, and that which we 
call ours is only lent to us, we are less in our 
demands, and greater in our submission. 
"When we reflect that every thine we enjoy is 
purchased for us with pains and blood, mur- 
mur ceases, or rises into silent praise. I 
hope, M — , these thoughts will be useful to 
you, and that you will practice upon them. I 
would advise you to begin immediately to im~ 
prove all the " shreds and patches of time," 
with as much economy as you take care of the 
shreds and patches of your needle work. Be up 
as early as the sun in the mottling, and after the 
offering of prayer and praise, and having con- 
sulted the sacred oracles, see that your per- 
son and room are in order for the day. If 
you could have a waiter always at your el- 
bow, I should hope that your mama would 
teach you at least to take care of your own 
clothing and bed-room. But enough of this ; 
I am to speak more particularly of your edu- 
cation, and the preparation necessary to make 
you a useful member of society. You will 
recollect to whom we are to look for a bless- 
ing upon all our endeavours. Let me first re- 
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mind my young friend of the importance of 
amiable manners and dispositions, and the 
necessity of receiving and asking advice of 
her parents and superiors. If you ever become 
acquainted with your own heart as you ought, 
your greatest trial will be there. But, my 
dear M — , go to God in ardent supplication 
for the forgiveness of all your sins, and grace 
to help you in every lime of need. Divine 
wisdom is the principal thing ; therefore u get 
wisdom, and, with all your gettings, get un- 
derstanding." Remember your mind de- 
serves infinitely more attention and culti- 
vation than your body, and that it is chief- 
ly in your own .charge. 'Tis a precious 
eharge ; take good care of it. If I were re- 
quired to give you much good advice upon 
this subject, in one simple sentence, that 
should be, " Give thyself unto reading." 
But this is not all that is necessary ; you 
should give your attention to those studies 
that require close thinking, and such as will 
strengthen your mind. You are now in the 
academy ; I warn you to guard against the 
errors which were mine when I was a girl at 
school. Perhaps you did not know that it was 
the fashion where I attended, to learn almost 
every thing at once, and nothing thoroughly. 
I ought only to say, this was my practice. 
A bad practice indeed ; the sure way to know 
nothing. I think it is well to remember what 
one learns, and not do as I did, making it my 
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sole concern to retain my lessons only 
through recitation. I can trace, however, the 
principal fault to my own indolent mind ; for 
time has proved it was a profitable school to 
those who applied themselves* Indolent 
minds are not so much despised as idte 
hands ; but they are Quite as reprehensible* 
You might be pleased to know what branches 
of science I think a young lady should pursue* 
I do not deem it necessary to be very particu- 
lar; you have wise instructors. It only re* 
mains for you to attend with application, in- 
dustry, ana perseverance, and at all times pos- 
sess a teachable spirit. 1 hope to some of 
your studies there will be length, breadth, 
and depth; for all girls need to have their roving 
thoughts sobered and brought to a point by 
sound reasoning. System also is necessary 
in order to rapid improvement in youth, and 
usefulness in riper years. By system, 1 do 
not mean that your face, and your steps, and 
your sentences, should always be just so long 
and no longer; but that each hour should* 
generally speaking, have its particular em- 
ployments. For instance, retire and rise at 
such an hour; pass such an hour in your se- 
cret chamber, reading the Book oi books, 
and communing with your own heart, and 
with God. Every thing around us invites to 
Qrder; the regular return of the sun and 
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moon, the fruits and flowers, tell us, " Order 
is Heaven^s first /aw." • 

When you have completed your education, 
as it is called, or discontinue going to school, 
let a certain portion of your time be devoted 
to the further improvement of your mind, and 
be sure to have that time specified, or some 
incident will transpire to cheat you out of it- 
Time is as much more slippery than money, 
as it is more valuable ; and, once gone, it is 
gone for ever. Let certain other hours be 
devoted to sewing for yourself and brothers, 
or to assisting in the kitchen. You cannot be 
a thoroughly accomplished lady, without be- 
ing a good house-wife. Being a good scho- 
lar will never excuse a woman for being ne- 
gligent in her dress, or slatternly in her 
house. Write this* upon your memory, if you 
please, and transcribe it into your life*; it will 
do you no injury. It is possible such a hint 
may be useful to some of your acquaintance; 
jf you think so, you may read it to them, if 
you will conceal my name. 

Write me whether you attend to composi- 
tion in school. You are none too young for 
it. Cultivate a taste, by all means, for 
writing useful letters. Mr. Thorn, a mi- 
nister, says, " when I sit down to write a 
letter for Christ or his cause, I expect it will 
. do as much good as a sermon." 
F2 
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I meap to advise all who can, to attend 
some to astronomy. U it not a duty to know 
all in our power about God's works ? his vi- 
sible works ; works that force themselves up- 
on our view ? The perpetual motion of the 
planets is wonderful ! Vain man has tried to 
•learn the mysterious art ; but die invention of 
it will never be his boast. At the sight of 
such a sky as this evening has shown us, who 
does. not wonder, admire, and adore the great 
First Cause ? " An undevout astronomer is 
toad I " How much power I how much skill •! 
how much of infinite ! Who that stands still, 
and looks upward, cannot behold a God? 
eyes have such, but they are blinded. The 
sun, the moon, and the stars, are " nature's 
system of divinity.*' (And the variegated 
earth is a counterpart.) O you must study 
this system, and love and praise the Author. 
Does your father own !' Cbalmer's Dis- 
courses ?" He treats of this , wonderful sub- 
ject in a very .admirable manner. If you 
should read them, you. will look at the stars as 
distant suns toother worlds, and think of oui* 
globe as only a speck compared with one of 
them. 

If you wish, you can do good by exerting 
yourself in various ways to assist poor girls 
in gaining an education. Plead with your 

Eapa, pleasantly and respectfully, to give L — 
>— > one quarter's schooling ; she is a bright 



girl : another term would make her learning 
very decent. And can't all the girls contri- 
bute and raise a little fund, to support the 
widow T— ?s girls in school this pummer? 
(After ihts year, 1 hope you will have a Lau- 
casterian school in operation*) You must 
begin to feel and do for others, my dear, girl-; 
and make it a part of your ambition to me- 
liorate the severities of poverty, and the ge- 
neral sufferings of mankind. O that you may 
be early pious, and eminently useful! If so, 
it is not improbable that, one of these days, 
some candidate for the ministry, possibly 
some missionary, may offer M — his hand. 
Then what a call there will be for all those 
Christian graces, mental endowments, and 
domestic virtues, which you are now invited 
to press forward and &ttaim Now because I 
have mentioned this " mat be," do not sup- 
pose you must leave school by the time you 
are 16 or 17 years old. I hope you will 
go till you are 20. Young ladies show their 
weakness in nothing more, than in being 
ashamed to learn. 

How would you like to teach a school when 
you are old enough?. 'Tis a pleasing em* 
ploy mem ; I wish more young ladies, would 
well qualify themselves for this important si- 
tuation, and listen to the voice, -which js al- 
ways sounding, " Feed my lambs," In our 
western world, such characters may be as 
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useful Sis ministers. I am sure, if my hands 
and feet were not tied to this place, it would 
be my delight to teach the children of our 
Indians* As this subject has been mention- 
ed, you must think of it seriously, and talk it 
over with your associates, till some one 
or more of them says, " Here, Lord, am I," 
send me on any errand, and where thou 
wilt. 

Two other things I have to say* By all 
means learn to sing; and, as soon as you 
can, read " Doddridge's Family instructor," 
and *' The Rise and Progress of Religion in 
the Soul." 

E.G. 

N. B. Will you permit me to send a note to 
your eldest brother ? I hear that he has lately 
become a Christian. I wish to mention to 
him the subject of the ministry. Not that 1 
would influence him at all— I never wish to 
influence good judgment; but I am quite wil- 
ling that light and truth should stand in bright 
array before him. I would not think of men- 
tioning the subject for taWs sake merely, or 
for my own gratification. Surely I can have 
no sinister motive in it. If he thought, all 
things considered, he could be more useful 
to remain a merchant, I would not for the 
world have him change his profession. If he 
prayerfully to God, and candidly with him- 



self, made the conclusion that he could better 
serve the Lord in his present occupation, I 
should be as happy and as cheerful in the result 
as if I should hear him say, ' I will be a preach- 
er of the Gospel,' or ' I will be a missiona- 
ry.' I am far enough from believing that be- 
loved usefulness is confined to the clergy ; 
though I do indeed think them the most in- 
teresting characters in the world, and such as 
have blessed opportunities of rising the highest 
in the work of doing good* I am very sure I 
should wish to preach the Gospel of reconci- 
liation to poor sinners, if to my heart was 
joined the character of T. R. L. (And, even 
as I am, I will try to magnify the name of the 
Lord.) * 

This subject would not so often revolve m 
my mind, but I feel the importance of having 
the sacred office adorned ; others feel it most 
sensibly. And it is adorned. I rejoice that 
to the piety and talents of many a minister, is 
added general politeness, grace in motion, 
and ease in delivery. But I do regret, that 
our most elegant, influential, accomplished 
young men in the churches, are taking the 
back ground, and going behind the counters, 
leaving the conspicuous, important stations of 
the holy office, to men of less opportunities 
and consequence, and more ordinary address. 
I would not even name these accomplished tri- 
fles, with any other wish than that they may be 
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wholly consecrated to the service of the Lard". 
(In pleading human law, men will avail them- 
selves of every advantage to gain their cause. 
O how they shame us I How wise are the 
children of this world in all their calcula- 
tions!) How much more good a person 
may do, possessed of agreeable manners, than 
one of coarse and awkward habits ! How 
much more probable is the success of a mi- 
nister, who to his solemnity and holy conver- 
sation, joins an improved and polished mind, 
an easy and handsome elocution, and an ex- 
tensive acquaintance with the world ! There 
very much needs to be a religious influence 
in the higher walks of life ; the high, as well 
as the low, need the influences of the Holy 
Spirit, and the influence of holy men. I 
would at the same time entirely disapprove 
of young men's rushing into the . ministry 
heedlessly. Should I hear a young man en- 
thusiastic upon the subject, asserting, ' I must 
preach or do nothing— 1 can bear no other 
profession— I know 1 have a call to preach, 
for I think I should like it, 9 &c. I should in- 
deed be inclined to show him a letter Newton 
addressed to a young clergyman, who was in- 
clined to become an itinerant. 4t Let me beg 
you," said he, " te deliberate well, and to 
pray earnestly before you take this step. Be 
afraid of acting in your own spirit, or under a 
wrong impression; however honestly you 
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mean, you may be mistaken. The Lord has 
given you a fittle charge ; be faithful in it, 
and in his good time he will advance you to a 
greater. But let his providence evidently 
open the door for you, and be afraid of moving 
one step before the cloud and pillar. "— My 
friend, by prayer and fasting you wilt disco- 
ver the finger of Providence pointing the way 
in which you should go. May your heart re- 
spond, " Lord, teach me to know and do thy 
will." 

Do not let the opposition you meet with 
from your former associates, turn; you aside 
from wisdom's ways. " Those that live god- 
ly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution." 
I care not for hard sayings, sarcasms, or the 
scorn and laugh of the world, but for three 
reasons- The first is, 'tis painful to me to 
subject friends to any mortification on my ac-* 
count. ' Second ; it is sin in him who sits 
in the seat of the scornful. The third reason 
is this ; there is no evil spoken of me, but 
what, by searching my wicied heart; I find to 
be mine in some form or other. But if we 
should ever be persecuted, is it not to be 
feared it would be for the form of godliness? 
O may it be for righteousness 1 sake \ 
Respectfully, 

E. C* 
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LETTER VI. 

TO A VIMTANI. 

DearB—, 

I have been thinking where our traveller 
can be to-day, and how far she is advanced 
on her long journey from U — to C — • I 
have also thought it was just such a tour as I 
should love to take ; in just such a way, and 
at just such a season* In September the year 
k in her prime; most of her flowers have 
ripened into fruits, and she appears in full 
dress, the heroine of the day. No thanks to 
her, however ; to the God of seasons be all the 
glory. " These as they change, Almighty 
Fatter, these are but the varied God." 
. But I loo am a wanderer, for it was my in* 
tention to coofine myself wholly to onje sub- 
ject ; the theme is visiting; and as you ex- 
pect to be on the wing till the last of Autumn, 
you must apply it all to yourself. Let us 
contemplate for a few moments the pleasures 
and pains, the advantages and disadvantages, 
and the great opportunity for doing good and 
evil connected with visiting. 1 think, so soon 
as a journey or visit of any kind is thought 
of, it should be a subject of prayer. How 
often we are in doubt as to duty and propri- 
ety of going out even to pass an evening ; 



anich more a twdfc, month, or year* But if 
we would think of it, 'tis very easy to ask 
Him, who knows all that is best, to make 
duty plain, and enable us to say from the 
hearty " If thy presence go not with me, carry 
me not hence." I have nothing more to say 
of the pleasures and pain* of visiting, than 
that the former are dangerous; and the latter 
profitabte f if sanctified; It is pleasant to em- 
brace oar friends, but it is painful to give 
/md receive the parting kiss ; it should teach 
us to seek Hitti who stayeth closer than a bro- 
ther. The advantages and disadvantages are 
also numerous, from much association with 
company. Converse we know inspires a 
fellow feeling, and reminds us, that the village 
is one great fire-side, and all those around 
are brothers and sisters of the same family. 
By becoming acquainted in neighbouring 
towns, and with sister states, the friendly cir- 
cle only enlarges, and our sphere for useful- 
ness becomes more extensive. On the con- 
trary, I have often said, that each of my friends 
were so many temptations. When I enjoy 
their society I am tempted to place my affec- 
tions supremely upon them, to desire some 
" continuing city" on the earth, and neglect 
religious duties, feat f believe 1 said, or I 
meant to say, that visits either paid or re* 
ceived presented an opportunity for doing 
much good. I heard a useful observation 
G 
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made a short time since ; it will be apropos 
to the occasion. " Almost every person, 
whoever he or she may be, has some ene 
friend at least, over whom he may have more 
influence than any other person ; and this in- 
fluence all belongs to God, and to him must 
be accounted for, even the uttermost farthing." 
I believe not only this is true, but that we 
have a greater or less influence, with all our 
friends and acquaintance, and in all the fami- 
lies and societies we visit. Perhaps Miss 
B — L — , may now be at the house of Lawyer 
P — s ; if so, you are surrounded with .gay, 
though affectionate friends. When I was 
there, style and fashion, dress and parties, 
were the invariable song, as I thought; but 
after staying a day or two, I observed, that 
though their subject was unaltered, their tones 
and feelings. changed. I was sure there was 
an " aching void" in every heart, no resting 
place for their uneasy minds. I could not 
but esteem them poor with all their wealth. 
I feared, that after a few short days, they 
would be " miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked." And yet I was so sinful, and 
had so much of the fear of man about me, I 
never counselled one of them to " buy gold, 
"tried in the fire," and to lay up a treasure in 
Heaven, except Susan, the chamber-maid i 
and I believe she needed it the least ; for I 
have a good hope that, she is one of the 



" King's daughters, and all glorious within," 
though outwardly only a menial servant. In 
an other world she may rise far above those 
to whom on the earth, she so meekly says 
Master and Mistress. She poured out all 
her complaints to me, and though not a dis- 
respectful word was uttered of the family in 
which she lives, they were in part the subject 
of our conversation. She told me how she 
pitied and how she prayed for her master's 
family. I thought to myself, did the great 
and honourable of this world know how much 
they were the objects of the despised Chris* 
tian's pity, and the daily subjects of his ago- 
nising prayers, their pride at least would be 
repressed, and their haughty looks brought 
down. When a rich man scowls upon the 
man of colour, and turns with disgust from the 
man in vile raiment, he knows not but their 
hearts are offering up one and the same peti- 
tion, " Father, forgive him." When a lady 
of fashion is ashamed to sit upon the same 
seat in church with a woman in antiquated 
dress, she knows not but she is ashamed of a 
member of Christ's body. When she scorns 
to speak to one of God's dear children in any 
company, she is ashamed of Jesus. When 
she will " pass by on the other side," to avoid 
the proffered hand of a plain but humble soul, 
she says, my kingdom is of this world. Let 
«uch repent as in dust and ashes. If they 
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ever go to heaven, they must become as little 
children, and esteem it an honour to take the 
very lowest seat. The King of saints has 
proclaimed, " He that is ashamed of the least 
of these my brethren, is ashamed of me ; and 
be that is ashamed of me, of him will I be 
ashamed. 3 ' I have mentioned the circum- 
stance of my unfaithfulness in Mr. P — 's fa* 
mily, that by a view of the evil of it, you 
might be excited to the discharge of all your 
duty. O how happy if you could prove a 
saving blessing to those dear people, who 
have all things else, but the " one thing need- 
ful." It is in your power, I believe, to bene-* 
fit them, if in the power of any one. A visit- 
or, if at all welcome, is generally very wel- 
come; and if she does not stay too long, all 
in the house listen to her communications, 
observe her every example, and feel disposed 
to gratify all her wishes. Thus you see, my 
dear, that a great responsibility is attached to 
your peregrinations. As I am some the old- 
est, let me advise you how to proceed while 
at Mr. P — 's, and indeed elsewhere. En- 
deavour to possess at all times, and on every 
occasion, a spirit of prayer in your heart, 
and a cast of thought upon your countenance, 
which, together with your holy walk and con- 
versation, will induce every beholder to con- 
clude that your best friend is in heaven, and 
that your heart is there also. Let your man- 
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tiers all be polite and obliging, so that our 
most holy religion never charge you with re- 
presenting her subjects as gloomy and mo* 
rose. Christianity is beatifying; only that 
part of the heart which is unsanctified is sub-* 
ject to sorrow. Prom what I have said, my 
cousin, I think you will be watching every 
opportunity to speak for God, and to warn 
sinners of their danger. I cannot say, how, 
exactly, but if it is the burden of your mind, 
your lips will be opened to tell what the Lord 
has done for your soul, and what he is wil- 
ling to do for the souls of others. This is 
not all, — you must ethort every person with 
whom you have opportunity to various du- 
ties* Enumerate again and again the Chris- 
tian graces, as they have been repeatedly 
sounded in your own ears. In a delicate man- 
ner let your charity-box plead hard for the poor 
orphans at Bombay. Be sure and tell all 
those who are worth their thousands, that only 
thirty dollars annually will support a heathen 
child in a mission family, give it a Christian 
education, and the name of its benefactor. A 
certain young lady, when soliciting donations, 
said, ". We may plead the cause of Christ and 
the poor heathen without blushing*" I must 
again charge you to keep your excellent little 
tracts preaching all the time* When you only 
ride through a place, commission several of 
tbem to remain in it as missionaries* Their 
G2 
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distribution I estimate highly. Some prove 
sons of thunder, and some prove sons of con- 
solation ; and all of them are such good seed, 
I have confidence, that sooner or later, they 
will bring forth good fruit. Your circulars 
for raising missionary funds for our poor In- 
dians must not disappoint bur hopes. Leave 
one with the minister's wife of every place, 
and if she is a Christian she will take an in- 
terest in it. Propose to ail the good women 
you see, the formation of a " Maternal So- 
ciety." They can't but be pleased with it. 
I know of no society, that more resembles the 
morning star of the millennium, than this. 

During your stay at D — , you will doubt- 
less receive invitations to large and gay par- 
ties. But I hope you will decline, unless the 
majority of those who attend are on the Lord's, 
side, or unless there is a good prospect of 
honouring Christ in some way or other. How 
can we desire a seat in that company, where 
our Father is not welcome ? or why do we 
pray to be delivered from temptation, and 
then rush into it ? We must not crucify the 
Son of God afresh, and put him to open shame. 
Think not, however, that 1 would have you 
decline visiting all who are not pious. Far 
be such superstition from both of us. I only 
mean, 'tis improper, in my humble opinion, 
for those who have professed a separation 
from the world, to mingle very much with its 
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vanities. Your dress I shall always be pleas* 
ed to see neat and becoming, but I find no- 
thing in scripture that authorizes extrava- 
5 ante and waste. I think, cousin, you would 
o well to inquire in the several towns you 
visit, jrho are the sick, the poor, the afflicted, 
and who are the prodigals ; that so you may 
lose no opportunity of conversing with the 
Kick about the Physician of souls; of speak- 
ing peace to the troubled mind; of tak- 
ing pity on the poor, and saying to the 
prodigal, " In thy Father's house there is 
oread enough and to spare, why perish with 
hunger ? w 

Tell me, did you think to jump out of your 
carriage as you passed those little log-huts 
on the road from L— to D — ? I hope you 
. did, — very poor people live along there, and 
they have no minister, no church, and I am 
not sure that they have a school this season* 
They seldom hear religious instruction. O 
what a feast it must have been to some of 
them, (and possibly to others a saving bless- 
ing,) if you gave them the " Cottager's Wife," 
" The Shepherd of Salisbury Plain" and 
several such tracts. And what a rich gift 
must a Bible have been, if you found any 
destitute family. I refer to those Bibles, 
with which our society supplied you. You 
are our almoner in this case, — remember tp 
be a faithful steward. Herewith I send ybft 



the tife of Isabella Graham.— How- devoted lit 
life ! how happy in death ! Recommend it 
to every female in every situation* Like that 
inspired Book, by which it is moulded, it 
suits alike the rich and the poor, the queen on 
the throne^ and the maid behind the mill* 
She knew what it was to abound, Wd what 
to suffer need. The profits of this work go 
not into avaricious coffers, but into the 
Lord's treasury. Such books ought to selL 

1 must not close my letter without letting 
you know what a pleasant visit I made last 
Tuesday. One of the most pleasant! At 
Mrs. P — 's, (one of our most genteel families.) 
A few of the rich and the poor were there 
met together, but such as 1 trust were all one 
in Christ. The conversation was sensible, 
religious, and refined. We worked, read, 
Sang, and concluded the evening with prayer. 
1'oor Mrs. W — , (who is always at home when 
at the mercy-seat,) was our mouth to God. 
In one of her petitions, which was particular- 
ly for herself, she had this expression, " Lord, 
I thank thee for this sweet opportunity, I who 
am not fit either in temporals or spirituals to 
be with these dear sisters." 

I think the tea-table that afternoon was much 
Conformed to duty, and exhibited less extrava- 
gance and luxury, than 1 often see when visiting 
families in low circumstances ;we had no cake, 
but upon such as was set before us, we 
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implored God's blessing, and for it returned 
oar thanks. I think it much easier to eat a 
plain meal to the glory of God, than a costly 
one ; as Christ says, " Be temperate in all 
things " Let us pray, that the happy day 
may he hastened, when "Holiness to the 
Lord" will be inscribed upon all we have* 
upon our dollars and cents, our thoughts ana 
words, our dresses, tables, dwellings, and on 
all our employments. 

Delia has visited me lately ; she continues 
to possess all those tender, engaging, and in- 
nocent qualities, which we so much admire ; 
but her neglect of religion spoils all her other 
attainments. She is so fond of gayety and 
sprightliness, I fear Ahe absurdly imagines 
that piety would banish her smiles ana her 
suavity of manners ; but I informed her, that 
true piety added a grace to every charm, atf9[ 
that there was not a propriety of conduct, ofv 
a piece of politeness which the Christian re- 
ligion does not teach us directly or indi- 
rectly. 

I ought to say more than I can now say, of 
the inconvenience you may meet with while 
absent, in attending to your secret duties. 
All Christians should feel in their daily ex- 
perience, that a little solitude is sweet, and 
should know how to say, " I am never less 
alone than when alone." I refer you to one of 
your Andover tracts, for a thorough discus- 
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lion of this subject. As 1 have room but for 
a few lines more, those shall be, Resist every 
temptation, overcome every obstacle, and take 
up every cross that lies between you, and 
that dear Throne of Grace. 

Desiring that every progress you make on 
your journey, may increase your exertions to 
do good, and praying, that you may be happy 
only in duty, I subscribe myself 

Your affectionate cousin, 



LETTER VII. 

TO A SERVANT. 

Friend 8— , 

Since I left the house of your employers, 
Mr. and Mrs. N — , I have thought much of 
you. A letler from me will be entirely unex- 
pected, and may produce surprise. I know 
you did not ash me to write to you, for that is 
not practised by persons in your station. 
Besides, you may have embraced the too 
common idea that it would degrade a person, 
who moved in a rank a little more elevated, 
to notice a sister that served. But 1 think 
not so* If there is the least prospect of be- 
nefiting any fellow-creature, either by a ver~ 
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1 bal or written message, may my tongue and 
my pen be immediately employed. In writ- 
ing to you 1 have the permission of your kind 
master and mistress, and indeed their appro* 
bation. Do not, however, at the sight of this 
letter misapprehend my sentiments respect- 
ing servants. I by no means wish a waiting 
maid to put on the airs of a lady, or assume 
her place* This God does not design.— His 
word and his providence speak plainly to 
many of the human race, as the Princess did 
to the mother of Moses, * Take cart of this 
child (or this family) for me, and I will. pay 
thee thy wages.' — Rather „• than ' mtomur at 
their lot, the servant women i should isjoice 
and be thaakful for the opportunity of serv- 
ing mankind, and having it in their pow^r to 
be so useful, especially to the household of 
faith, and the tender lambs ;-*~I mean the lit* 
tie children. — Sally, have you ever, .onqe 
thought you could be very useful, or evsf 
had a desire that way !— - It is possible, now, 
that you have laboured year after year, with 
no better motive than to support yourself. Jf 
so, although this is right in itself, arid yott 
may have : been very kind to the family and 
friends of Mfr N— , still your hearjL has not 
been truly b&nevplent: but on. the contrary* 
in GofP$ aigjit it has been entirely ^elfish* M 
a friend ^advise you, to examine yourself on 

r this aobjfetf* ^.purify your &*»?*» *f jfcut 



•4 

double-minded. It is a dreadful thing indeed, 
if you are a servant of «•*, and a slave to 
fcatan ! But blessed be our Divine Teacher, 
you have been taught to read the word of God 
tolerably well;— and you must not fail to stu- 
dy this holy book every day. If you rise as 
early in the morning as you ought, and are 
industrious and spry through the day, I ven- 
ture to say Mrs. N — will allow you an hour 
every evening to read the Scriptures, and I 
hope it will not be unfrequent tnat some one 
of the family sits doWn with you to observe 
upon what you read, and to make it 
more ' phum* At the same time I charge 
you not to depend too much upon an arm 
of flesh. Pray to be taught in the school of 
Christ, then you Will be well taught. Let not 
& ntoming or evening pass without appearing 
before God On the bended kneed of your soul 
and body ; and do not hiirty over this solemn 
drrty and feel as though you Were stealing 
time* Our time is not our own* temember* 
I would advise you, Sally, to hfeve stated times 
for your closet duties, and Mehtioti them to 
Mrs. N — i so that when you attempt to speak 
unto the great God, you be not interrupted 
by man. Many persons think- they pray 
when they only repeat over the bdrtl** prayer j 
Mt ifihe heart be not lifted tip ih every peti- 
tion, ft 4* mocking the Almighty, and he says 
fee w& att be mocked. 8u6k repetitions $r$ 



vain, and worse than in vain. By prayer I 
understand making known unto God your 
every want, weakness, sin, and temptation, 
and supplicating his pardon, and salvation 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Do you feel ' 
the force of this expression. Through Jesus 
Christ otir Lord ? if we do not understand 
the spiritual meaning of it, we cannot be 
saved ; for out of Christ, " God is a consum- 
ing fire J* You must attend strictly now, and 
I hope the Lord will assist me to communi- 
cate clearly and concisely an idea the most 
important that ever entered the mind of man. 
Christ died to save sinners ; the chief of sin- 
ners : that is, his death has opened a way 
whereby we may be saved, if we repent and 
believe on him. Hence the necessity of look- 
ing not only to our Heavenly Father, but 
through the Son to the Father. Christ said 
to his disciples, " Whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my name, that shall ye receive." 
I will not dwell longer upon this point, but 
refer you to the Gospel of St. John, and to 
other Christians. If you attend church on 
. the Sabbath, as you should do, and take heed 
how you hear, you will find yourself growing 
. in knowledge* Do not think that Dr. H— 's 
sermons are addressed to every body else, but 
to you. No ;. you must rather spply every 
solemn warning to your own soul? and f$tl 
that "thou art the man" But be*aip that 
H 
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you receive not the consolations, and eat not 
the bread provided for God's children, unless 
you are really his* " He that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself." — Notwithstanding, 
the Christian <hails with pleasure the day that 
unites any servant of the Lord to Christ's 
visible church, whether he be black or white, 
young or old, rich or poor. Of what conse- 
quence is the outside colour of our earthly 
house, if the inhabitant is clothed in the white 
robes of Christ's righteousness ? I have as 
yet been speaking of your duty to yourself, 
and of your personal privileges. I will now 
drop a word of consolation and encourage- 
ment, and then attempt to show you that God 
has a greater work for you to do. I am far 
from imagining, S — , that you have no trials. 
I am too well acquainted with the ravages 
that sin has made, to suppose that you have 
felt none of its thorns in your flesh. Yes ; I 
have felt them pierce my own heart through 
and through with many sorrows. I dare say 
you think, when brooding over some secret 
trouble, or when fatigued with bard work, 
and almost out of patience with the impera- 
tive demands of children, that those who sit 
in the parlour, and are waited upon, know 
not what trouble is~>~4roubU , compared with 
yours. But believe me, (for I have both work- 
ed and sat still,) anxiety, pains, and perplex- 
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l > ides, are not confied to any one department, 
or any one condition of life. There is not an 
eye but it sometimes weeps, nor a heart but it 
sometimes bleeds ; for all have sinned. Let 
us learn, therefore, in whatsoever state we 
are, therewith to be content. "Godliness 
with contentment is great gain, and hath the 
promise of this life, and that which is to come." 
Now if I have discharged in any degree my 
duty to you, I will endeavour to say what you 
have to do for others. 

And first, if you think this letter will do 
your acquaintance any good, you must read 
it to them, and again and again entreat them 
lo flee from the wrath to come. Tell all the 
coloured people from me, that one of their 
souls is more valuable in God's sight than all 
the white flesh in the world ; for all flesh is 
grass, and as the flower of the field it perish- 
eth, and is food for worms ; but the soul will 
live for ever in happiness or misery. Ask 
every one you see to think on these things ;— - 

i for why will they die ? 

Not only to those in the capacity of fe] low- 
servants, have you a duty to do ; out you are 
commanded to pray for the whole world of 
mankind, and not once or twice only, but al- 

f - ways, and without ceasing. Remember what 
I told you, that some one of the human family 
was dropping into the grave every instant, 

\ and it became us to be very solemn, and live 
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mindful of our latter end, O ! "we are dy- 
ing I we are dying!" 

And ' what more (I hope you ask) can I do 
in the way of duty before I go hence, where 
there is no work, nor device in liberal things V 
I answer, in a cheap little book called "Es- 
says to do good," you will find instructions. 
It tells every body how to do s;ood ; but one 
would fancy that the author thought servant 
women could be more useful than any others, 
if he were to judge from the abundance that is 
addressed to those of your class, in compari- 
son to the few scanty lines addressed to la- 
dies. I think this essay ought to be read by 
every servant, of every description. Mrs. 
N — may be pleased to read it to you and her 
other domestics. I believe it would make 
you all better, and perchance she may find 
scattered through the little volume now and 
then something for herself. In a tract also, 
entitled the " Dairyman's Daughter," there 
are many practical thoughts. • 

Some think if they go out to work all read- 
ing must cease ; but they think wrong. Any 
industrious person will get time to read somto 
every day. But if servants do not find time 
themselves, their masters should find it for 
them, as regularly as they are supplied with 
food. If servants were managed in this way, 
should we so often hear them mentioned ad 
dishonest, disobedient, unfaithful, and unhap- 
py? 
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Be thankful that you know how to read} 
not that I would have you become a student, 
or take up your book when you should your 
broom, but only improve the leisure moments 
in gaining useful knowledge. Some there are 
who cannot read. Such I pity; while I 
bl|me those with whom they nave lived. 
Such should go to the Sunday Schools, old as 
they may be, and daily learn at home. But 
I have been digressing all this while, and 
time will not permit me now to say all that I 
wished. I will just ask you, however, whether 
out of your hard-earned savings you cannot 
spare a cent a week, by way of charity ? The 
Christian public calls loud, saying, " Give, 
and it shall be given unto you." ft may be 
you can give two cents a week, then you 
will have the satisfaction of knowing that eve- 
ry year you give away sufficient to purchase 
a Bible and several tracts for some destitute 
family. This would render you a useful 
member of society ; and you must aim to be 
nothing less. Propose the plan to others. 
Dr. Griffin says all out actual paupers should 
belong to Bible Societies. I wish you could 
read his sermon on " Holy Living." Our 
last papers call aloud upon us for missiona- 
ries, and tell of many wno are raising their 
mites by self-denial, for the aid of missions. 
One servant girl says, " I have no money left, 
but can do well without butter , and do, mas* 
H 2 
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fer, give me what my consiirtiption of this ar- 
ticle cost*;" sweetly observing, lhat a sh« 
should look on her dry bread with more plea- 
sure than if it were spread over with gold J* 
I think Mr. N — takes the " Religious In* 
telligencer ;" — ask some one of the family if 
they will please to show you a letter from a 
Christian HoUmlot, which appeared in one 
of the numbers for last year, ft begins, 
" What pity 'tis, what pity 'tis, that you have 
so many years got that heavenly bread, and 
hold it for yourselves, not to give One little 
bit, one crumb to poor heathen ! There are 
so many millions (rf heathen, and you have so 
much bread ; and you could depend upon it 

Jou should ndt have less, because you gave ; 
ut the Lord Jesus wcmid give his blessing, 
and you should have more." By giving your 
heart to God, and engaging in his service, 
your influence will increase, and your " little 
causes will produce great effect*;^ you wiH 
resemble a certain poor mm Solomon speaks 
of, who saved a city. 

Mrs. N^~>s children are so tntoch with you, 
and love you so well, you can easily learn 
their little hands to put their spending money 
to some benevolent purpose. Over their 
conduct also your eye must watch, and your 
lip service must be to teach them Scripture 
lessons iftd divine songs* Your example and 
every endeavour I hope will aid m training 
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them up in the way they should go. Do net 
forget to read " Essays to do Good," and the 
u Annals of the Poor." Adieu, 



LETTER VIII. 

TO A TOUVO LADY, 

The language of whose heart is, " Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do ?" 

Your letter, received this morning, is now 
before me; and I have been sitting some 
time, half in prayer and half in thought, with 
my pen in my hand, and my eyes closed, stu- 
dying how to answer it* Your inquiries are so 
numerous respecting duty, you cannot sup* 
pose that one or two sheets will tell you half 
that you wish to know. You say you are 
ctolya babe in Christ, and have every thing 
to leatn. My dear, I often fear that I am not 
even a babe ; how then can I be your teach- 
er ? And what shall I say for your advantage ? 
It is not new as in months past. Then waa. 
verified the saying, " we believe aixJ there- 
fore speak." No*) the love of ipany is wax- 
ing cold. But shall we steep on, and take 
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our rest with the foolish virgins ? Can it be, 
that we shall desert the standard of Jesus at 
such a time as this, and be lukewarm and in- 
different in his cause ? Rather we should be 
all awake, all zeal, all activity in the glorious 
cause which we have espoused ; and if possi- 
ble, be wiser in our plans and exertions than 
the children of this world. Let us remember, 
all have a call to pray ; especially to pray to 
God to send forth Gospel preachers. Here 
is no distinction between male and female. 
O pray the Lord to raise up suitable mission- 
aries to send into the heathen world. Enter 
often into your inner chamber, and bow your- 
self before the Most High God, and plead for 
Zion, Let your prayers-travel into the re- 
motest corners of the earth. My sister, let 
me ask, could you not redeem a little more 
time from your domestic business for the de- 
votion of the closet ? Could you not also re- 
deem some time from fashionable visits, in 
which you commonly find but little food for 
growth in grace, to visit the mercy seat — to 
pray for this, among other things, that God 
would raise up ministers, which the church 
and world seem so much to need. Only look 
around and see what a great and plenteous 
harvest there is, and how few labourers, and 
you will obey the command of Christ, " Pray 
ye the Lord qt the harvest that he would send 
forth labourers into his harvest." Let us re-* 
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commend by our every exertion, " Educa- 
tion Societies," and pray that pious youth, 
possessed of natural abilities and gifts, may 
be inclined to acquire sach an education as 
will qualify them to leach others. If you 
have relatives of this description, do all in 
your power to help them forward into this dis- 
tinguished sphere of usefulness. If you have 
none, help forward other youth of your ac- 
quaintance, who promise fair to make excel- 
lent Gospel ministers. Perhaps there are 
few ways in which we may do more towards 
advancing the kingdom of Christ in this fall- 
en world. 

" Full manj a flower is born to blush unseen, 
" And waste its/ragrance on the desert air. 19 

It is often suspected or pretended, that the 
most active charity is ill directed. But how 
must it delight your heart to know, that when 

irou bestow a favour on those, who, having re- 
inquished their hope of earthly gain, have 
devoted all their possessions to the cause of 
Zion, that they may preach the Gospel of sal- , 
vation to a perishing world ; you not only do 
much to strengthen their hands, and to pre- 
pare them for the arduous and important 
work; but -at the same time, through them, 
you are extending the band of charity to thou- 
sands who are famishing for the bread of life ! 
How much does the direct influence of such 
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benevolence tend to promote the general hap- 
piness of your own sex, bv promoting the ge- 
neral interests of Christ's kingdom ! Why ia 
it that in the heathen world, the wretched fe- . 
male is degraded to the condition of a slave ? 
a slave to tyrants; a * slave to the most bar- 
barous customs, and a victim to the most cru- 
el superstitions; while the Christian female, 
is exalted to heaven ? Why should the Ame- 
rican female hold such a rank in society, and 
bear such a distinguished part in promoting 
the happiness, instead of the misery of the 
world, while the Hindoo mother trains her 
children in the principles of a bloody super- 
stition ; then with the heart of a monster pass- 
ing through the fire unto Moloch, leaves them 
unprotected orphans, exposed to every dan- 
ger, abandoned to despair, to grope their way 
through the darkness of paganism unto the 
same miserable doom ! Surely there is no 
pity in Juggernaut— -no mercy, no tenderness 
of heart in Moloch's kingdom. It is the re- 
ligion of Christ alone, which raises your sex 
to their proper rank. Happy daughters of. 
America ! yours are the heaven-bought privi- 
leges of Christianity. Yours to exalt, to 
adorn, to bless — yours to enjoy and to com- 
municate. If the condition of Christianity 
be so exalted, the grace so ennobling, the en- 
joyment so blessed ; how ^amiable, how di- 
vine does she appear in the attitude of mercy, 
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extending her charities to the miserable, des- 
titute, and perishing ; cheering the disconso- 
late, relieving the oppressed, and raising the 
glow of hope in the countenance of despair ! 
Ladies, do you not claim the privileges of 
Christianity as your own ? Is the opportu- 
nity of doing good on an extensive scale the 
least of its privileges ? Is it not more bless* 
ed to give tnan to receive ? Would you part 
with your birthright at such an interesting 
period as this ? a period of unparalleled suc- 
cess in Christian exertion? How easily 
might a little child, rewarded with a religious 
tract at school, carry salvation to a prayerless 
family ? The example of a Harriet Newell is 
sufficient to raise the tone of the missionary 
spirit throughout Christendom, and to excite 
the attention of thousands to the subject, who 
would otherwise have been inactive ; and I 
believe that a charity-box, with an appropri- 
ate label, placed on a lady's mantle-piece, 
might be the means of raising up a missiona- 
ry on heathen ground, from heathen orphans, 
who should more than finish the work that 
Harriet designed to do* If an act of charity, 
then, not only benefits the immediate subject 
of it, but also tends to promote the general 
interests of Zion, to suppress the cruelties of 
paganism, to elevate the female s^x to their 
proper rank, to hush the sighs of friendless 
orphanage, to animate others by its examtp}^ 
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and in a high degree to increase the happi- 
ness of those who perforin it ; I appeal to you, 
dear Miss D — , would you be denied this pri- 
vilege for all that the world can bestow be- 
side? Suppose, then, what is not improba- 
ble, that this charity should be the means of 
saving a single soul, whose worth infinitely 
outweighs the whole material universe ; what 
a crown of glory and of everlasting joy would 
this be ! But this new-born -heir of heaven, 
this new accession to the kingdom of Christ, 
might be, in the hands of God, the appointed 
instrument of gathering in a multitude of his 
chosen, and of preparing them for immortal 
felicity. Follow this redeemed company be- 
yond the judgment, and contemplate for a 
moment the sum of happiness they may en- 
joy in the foture ages of eternity. Suppose 
also that the influence of the example should 
induce many others to go and do likewise, 
and that an equal sum of good should result 
from every imitation. But we are already 
lost in the contemplation, and I leave it for 
you to pursue at pleasure. There is another 
point, however, at which I will glance for a 
moment. Female liberality never appears 
more interesting, than when regarded as ho- 
nouring Christ. One washes his feet with 
her tears, and wipes them with her hair. An- 
other pours upon his sacred head the pre- 
cious ointment; and another, with spices and 
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balm, early visits the sepulchre. One con- 
tributes her mite to aid the distribution of his 
Word ; another takes her life in her hand, and 
devotes it to the missionary cause. Some 
provide for the education of those who are to 
be the ministers of Christ, and the missiona- 
ries of his cross ; while others supply the ne- 
cessary means of support, or famish apparel. 
All, with one accord, though in different ages 
and countries, unite in the great work of ho- 
nouring the Lord Jesus Christ, and of ad- 
vancing his kingdom. Seed thus sown in 
faith, and watered with prayers, will assured- 
ly, most assuredly, yield an abundant irar- 
vest. Should it then be stid, by way of cen- 
sure, " wherefore is this wast* V* unspeaka- 
ble comfort ma v be derived from the reflec- 
tion, that the blessed Jesus himself will reply, 
" Let her alone ; she hath done what she 
could." 

Miss D — , did you know that ladies were 
authorized to mtssionate? Tour sex may 
missionate in a certain sphere, and if you go 
with good motives, your labours will be 
crowned with abundant success. Let them 
* £0 out two and two, 9 and visit the suburbs 
ef the city and the town, arid find out the 
needy ; you may learn who have not Bibles, 
and send them this precious volume, accom- 
panied with religious tracts. Perhaps in 
some garret, you would find those who never 
I v 
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had heard the interesting revelatioh of a Sa- 
viour ; then you would have enough to do* 
Into some dark cellar you might carry the 
light of life, and be the means of saving souls. 
Such walks would be the walks of usefulness ; 
such walks might cause the widow's heart 
to rejoice, and rescue the fatherless ones from 
ignorance and sin. In such walks you might 
find many, who could not decently visit the 
house of God, for want of clothing; these 
your charities would assist. In such walks, 
you would have access to many, to converse 
with them, that would hardly be gained in any 
other way. If any professor of religion, whe- 
ther male or female, does not delight in such 
opportunities of imitating our Saviour, and 
calls it the minister's business ; I should like 
to ask that one, if it would be a minister's 
duty to go around and officiate to individuals, 
when he could preach to a multitude ; and 
whether it is his or her duty, when seeing 
souls in the broad road to ruin, not to direct 
them to the path that leads to heaven ? my 
Christian friend, there is a great responsibi- 
lity attached to our continuance on the earth ; 
we should be full of engagedness for God* 
I wish this letter would be the unworthy in- 
strument to awaken your exertions, and to 
give life and energy to your efforts. , Some 
are exerting every faculty, straining every 
nerve, for the promotion of Zion's interest ; 
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and shall we remain lukewarm ? If we are 
Christians, we cannot. No; we cannot: 
opportunities for usefulness present them- 
selves to oar view, wherever we turn our 
eyes. Were we possessed of all the accom- 
plishments, all the splendour of this life, and 
thn riches of this world in the greatest profu- 
sion, the pleasure of them cannot be com- 
pared to the heart-felt satisfaction to be de- 
rived from relieving the distresses of our 
neighbour, or the delight in doing good to 
souls, in glorifying God, and promoting his 
cause in the world. If we would do the 
greatest good, we must be altogether God's ; 
and give of our substance, liberally, cheerful- 
ly, prayerfully. 

Never had Christians the opportunity pre- 
sented them of winning a brighter crown. 
Truly thiese are golden days ! In the cause of 
Jesus, the dear and adorable Jesus, let us all 
work harder and harder, and cordially en- 
deavour to make up in unwearied attention 
and industry, what may be deficient in the 
mind and understanding. (And let not your 

sister 1 complain under a notion that she 

has nothing to do. The gospel requires much 
of impenitent sinners. The same is required 
of them, which is required of the penitent and 
believing.) I will now tell you a true and 
pleasing story ; I have just read it. About 
the time of the national thanksgiving on the 
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return of peace, a few individuals at Wiscas- 
fset, in a conversation concerning the great ex- 
ertions making in the Christian world to send 
the Bible to the Heathen, were led to reflect 
how little they themselves had done to forward 
this work, and to inquire of each other what 
was in their power, and what they were will- 
ing to do* They had previously been con- 
versing about their sheep, and as the inquiry 
was made " What,can we do for the cause of 
Missions ?" the reply was very natural, u I 
have no money to bestow, but I can give a 
sheep," Here originated a respectable and 
generous society for foreign missions ! The 
amount of immediate donations to this socie- 
ty, was $146 in cash, and a flock of ten sheep 
and lambs. The donors of this flock have 
liberally offered to give the society one year's 
keeping of them. (Now what country town 
will not go and do likewise ?) The Wiscasset 
report says, " we have not yet set any mark 
upon the flock, but would recommend to the 
society to adopt as their mark a cross which 
is easily made on the face below the eyes. 
Hitherto oqr cood intentions have been soli- 
tary, timid and unproductive. We have now 
opened our minds, we are uniting our efforts, 
and our good wishes are about to oe realized. 
If every farmer in our land, remembering, 
that his flock is pensionary on the dews and 
rains of Heaven, should yearly set apart, as a 
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free will offering to the Lord, but one lamb 
of his fold, what a revenue would be raised 
for the support of missions! How many 
prayers, also, for the coming of the Redeem- 
er's kingdom, would those aevoted lambs call 
forth from the pious shepherd, who, by his 
daily " care of them, would be reminded of 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins 
of the world !" 

But I must hasten to notice your last para- 
graph. In reply I will say, consider with 
much seriousness and prayer what will be 
your duty relative to future life. If by re- 
nouncing any of the comforts of life, though 
ever so dear to us, we can better serve the 
Lord, let there be no hesitation ; no, not for a 
moment. Both you and myself have been 
too much wedded to this world ; and, in our 
fond schemes of life, I fear the glory of God 
has not been the primary consideration. If 
we are convinced that it is our duty to go to 
the islands of the South Sea, or to China, — 
much as we love our country, home, and 
friends, let us bid them all farewell. Do I 
hear you say, u There is a lion in the way," 
that will destroy me ? or are you, with confi- 
dence in God, pointing to the end of your 
course, and exclaiming, " Onward ! on* 
ward /" O that you may be made to hear 
the still small voice of the Spirit, saying, 
" This is the way, walk y$ in it«" In every 
I 2 
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decision of remaining life, may we be influ- 
enced by a fixed and steady determination u 
act in such a manner as shall tend most to the 
welfare of our souls and the souls of others. 
Enviable indeed is the state of that servant, 
who is constantly about his Master's business. 
No character is so honourable as that of the 
sincere, humble, eminently useful Christian ; 
no life so desirable as ihe life of faith. What 
though the path of duty be lined with sor- 
rows, it conducts to glory ; while the ways 
of sin, though strewed with flowers, lead to 
death. But we have other, I had almost said 
higher, nobler, ends in view (if indeed God's 
children) than the salvation of our own souls, 
precious as they are. The welfare of the 
. souls of others, and the glory of God — these 
should be our motive day by day. Nothing 
can be more just, more useful to us, and more 
our duty, than that we should he La soul and 
body, time, talents, and possessions, in all 
that we have and are, devoted to God, our 
Master and Redeemer; not partially, but 
wholly, unreservedly, entirely. I am well 
convinced that we ought to form a standard 
to live by, drawn from the Holy Bible, and 
then ever act accordingly, whether flesh says 
«o or not. Do you not think, Miss D — , that 
Christians occupy too much time in talking 
and thinking over the duties of to-morrow, 
which may ueyer arrive, and neglect duties of 
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the present day ? I recollect a friend of mine 
once said, 4 how I love the darkness of fu- 
turity, and light tp present duties.' The same 
friend said to me, * Leave not till to-morrow 
what can be performed to-day J I will con- 
clude my epistle with a few lines ppon the 
very subject. I learnt them when a little 
child, and hope they may be useful to me 
through life. 

" Time was is past* thou canst not it recal ; 
" Time it thoa hast, improve the portion small ; 
" Time future is pot, and may neVer be ; 
" Time prcstml, m the only time ffllthee.* 



LETTER IX, 

TO A YOUHG LADY, 

Who, soon after making a public profession of 
religion, almost forgot the Lord that bought 
her, and too lightly esteemed the Rock of 
her salvatiQn* 

My dtar A — , 

It is upon the subject of doing good, that 
J presume to address you. I woulcffain hose 
that yw are, already $pg%g$d iu thia delight- 
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fill employment, and that long ere this, that 
religious cant, * I can do nothing,' has been 
laid aside, and that in its stead, there has 
been substituted, ' Through Christ, which 
strengtheneth me, I can do all things. 5 I 
know well, that much has been done by the 
female part of the community to extend the 
borders of the Redeemer's kingdom ; but I 
would ask, have you or / done half that it is 
in our power to do ? Have we done enough 
in the various examples of Christian industry 
and persevyance ? In each of our towns 
ought there%>t to exist a Female Bible Soci* 
ety ? and could not one more individual be 
prevailed upon to joirv,some charitable asso- 
ciation ? ', the mite of one member may 

be the means of saving a soul. The industry 
of some half hour, in every day, that is now 
wasted either in superfluous dress or idle 
words, or ceremonious visits, in the course of 
a year would gain the cost of many Bibles. 
Let us awake and exert our strength to fill 
up our every moment with usefulness and 
duty. Let us try some way or other, to es- 
tablish in every town in our state, a Sabbath 
school, or a charitable school. Let no pre- 
cious hours, on which hang the eternal fate 
of thousands, be squandered away in idleness 
and levity. We must not let sleep, that silent 
thief of time, close our eyes longer than is 
necessary to recruit tired nature, if spiritual 
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sight has been given us, the blush of rising 
day should not dawn unseen. We must be 
up and employed in hymns of praise and ar- 
dent prayer. 

In every village and hamlet in America, 
ought there not to be associations for devis- 
ing ways and means of doing good ? for in- 
stance; in a society of gentlemen or ladies, 
or Both, let each one agree to provide him- 
self with a blank book, that when a useful 
and practical thought should enter the mind, 
gained from reading, meditation, or conversa- 
tion, it should be preserved in the book to 
.communicate to the society, and by them be 
matured. Such a society costs no money* 
JPo you think any one would refuse to join, 
if you were to put it in motion ? O my sister, 
let me urge you. to a cheerful willingness to 
be God's servant, as well as his daughter*. 
You have promised to serve him, and he is 
as worthy now as ever he has been. Let 
one of your morning resolutions be like Mary's 
(the sister of Martha,) '.To sit 'at the feet of 
Jesus; 9 another, like that of Edwards, 
' Never to do any thing but what you would 
wish yoa had done, when you come to die ; 
never to act as if you were any way your 
own, but entirely and altogether God's.' 

My sister, the apostles were found " night 
and day praying, exceedingly." Jesus the 
Saviour spent whole nights in prayer. 
Therefore enter into thy closet often, and be 
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obedient to the command, " Pray without 
ceasing." Supplicate for this, among other 
things, that we may be " crucified unto the 
world," and the world, with its thousand fair 
speeches, and bewitching though deceitful 
charms, " crucified unto us." " Quench 
not the Spirit." How necessary it is to 
41 examine ourselves whether, we be in the 
faith!" O that we might have the glory 
of God and the welfare of souls, for our 
motive in every pursuit, and at all times. 
When I think that the true followers of the 
Lamb are to be hailed, with a " Well done, 
good and faithful servant," I tremble for my- 
self, and I tremble for others. Then it is 
that the ghosts of mispent privileges and mur- 
dered hours show themselves. Not that one 
soul will have any claim to happiness, be- 
cause of his good devices and good works ; I 
know that those who have by fyith subdued 
kingdoms and wrought righteousness, and 
those who have made it their meat and drink 
to do the will of God, will count themselves 
unprofitable servants, and ever ascribe their 
Salvation to free and sovereign grace. But I 
also know that good children are obedient, 
and that those who have the love of Christ 
shed abroad in their hearts, will manifest by 
their lives and conversation, that they are 
born of God. Flesh and blood are not at all 
pleased with the straight and narrow way ; 
put right hands must be lopped off, and right 
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eyes plucked out, if we would be the true 
and faithful disciples of Jesus. It is indeed 
a great thing to be a Christian ; an humble, 
useful, thriving Christian ; and there are so 
many things about religion which are not re- 
ligion, we should do Well to search and try 
ourselves. Profession constitutes no posses- 
sion of Christianity, although they should ever 
be connected. 

- Do examine yourself, and see whether your 
heart has been changed. God says, " If ye 
love me, ye will keep my commandments." 
Now do you even aim to keep them ? or do 
you indulge in known sin? Can you say 
with Peter, " Lord, thouknowest all things, 
thou knowest that I love thee ?" Respecting 
myself, I often have sad, painful, boding ap- 
prehensions. I know there is balm in Gilead 
and a Physician there ; but 1 fear sometimes, 
that after all, there may be something wanting. 
The bare possibility of a failure in the salva- 
tion of a single soul, is enough to make the 
stoutest tremble. There is, as I said~before r 
a great deal of self-deception. We ought to 
have evidence, that we are Ged's people ; and 
one of the best evidences, is obedience to his 
commands. Supposing the declaration should 
have gone forth respecting us, " this night," 
or this year, " thy soul shall be required of 
thee," how would we appear before God ?. 
That is the state of our souls ? what the maa- 
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Her of <mr lives ? — Let conscience say whether 
we are on the Lord's side. Allow me to ask 
you, (and 1 would put the same question to 
myself,) is your repentance exercised daily ? 
Do you daily hate, and strive against sin, and 
pray and do all in your power to avoid it, 
desiring nothing so much as to be freed from 
its dominion, and enabled to live and walk In 
the paths of holiness? Do you daily feel your 
need of a better righteousness than your own, 
and See to Jesus, to be washed, and justified, 
and sanctified, and made meet to become 
partakers with the saints iir light? Is your feitb 
strong, and in lively exercise ? and does faith 
work by love to Christians ? Or do you prac- 
tice telling, and repeating their faults t " By 
this shall ye know that ye are Christ's disci- 

Eles, if ye love the brethren." Do you ask 
ow you can prove your love to the breth- 
ren ? — u When yot* see a brother in a feult, 
go and tell him, between thee and him alone/' 

" And can a mortal worm, 
fulfil a task so hard"' 

I have heard of air improved method of 
telling our friends their faults* It is one that 
will save the countenance from those painful 
blushes, which will arise from reproving or 
being reproved. It is by writing down the 
errors, and deficiencies we wish to mention, 
and placing by the side of each a text erf 
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scripture, which proves them to be errors 
and deficiencies. This will guard us against 
condemning only th6se things, which the 
Spirit of troth conderahs ; and in this way 
we have more' time to study tenderness of ex- 
pression ; and more composure to pray that 
it may be received with a right spirit, and be 
the instrument, to pull out the mote in our 
brother's eye. Will it not be a glass also t» 
fehow us the beam in our own eye ? 

One way mere to do good, and I will close. 
Circulating Libraries, and reading circles 
are useful, *ftd triay be instituted in every 
village. Good books are often the blessed 
means of turhing the wicked from the evil of 
- their ways, to the s&vj<fe of God. Remem- 
ber, therefore, yoa are doifte food, wtan pro- 
moting the reading Of gdbd books; whether 
by lending them, recommending them, or 
giving them away. But " let not your left 
hand know what your right hand doeth." 
•• Where is boasting then ? It is excluded." 

Present my respects to yotar good Aunt, 
and tell her from me, that the voice of cold 
winter begins' to repeat the lebstti, already 
taught by our divine Saviour, u The poor ye 
have always with you,—- feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, and do good as your have 
opportunity." 

My love to Amelia. I -hope by this - time, 
K 
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the little girl has committed to memory severat 
more hymns, another chapter in the Bible, 
and all her catechism, O the importance of 
acquiring Christian principles, studious and 
fndustrious habits, when young ! 

" Just as the twig is bent, the tree's inclined." 

Ill* Vs» 



LETTER X. 

TO A RICH INFLUENTIAL LADt% 

■Respected Madam, 

Permit me to address you on rather a sin- 
gular subject ; His your influence and afflu- 
ence. All Christians are represented as lights 
in the world, but to persons in your situation, 
the opportunity is presented of being burning 
and shining lights. If I envy any, I envy 
such. If I desire to be rich, if I know my 
own heart, it is to be rich in good works ; 
to administer to the necessities of the saints, 
and to send every destitute family a Bible, 
and every unsupplied congregation a minister, 
to break to them the bread of life; but " the 
. heart is deceitful," and perhaps I should not; 
indeed I know I should not, without great 
grw« ; for I have now a tongue, but it speaks 
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little that it ought to speak ; I have hands, 
but they are not always busily employed in 
serving God ; a head, but too much filled with 
v^in thoughts ; too little given to contrive 
how to be more useful and devoted to the 
Lord; a heart, alas! an evil one; tending 
downwards to earth and earthly objects, as if 
•chained and fastened to them, and ever wan- 
dering from Him who claims the heart, and 
to whom its language should ever be, 4< Whom 
have I in heaven but Thee ? and there is none 
oh the earth that I desire in comparison with 
Thee." So if I had wealth, would it not be 
abused, like all my other blessings? Yoti 
have wealth ; and it is peculiarly your privi- 
lege, your own happy privilege and incum- 
bent duty, to do good with it. Then make 
this your inquiry and study, ' How can I do 
the most good ? How can I best honour my 
King t In what way most glorify my Saviour P 
Make it your aim to win souls to Jesus, make 
it your pleasure to do your duty and deny 
self. As you have influence and affluence, 
let them be sanctified ; as you have health 
and strength, let them be consecrated to the 
best of causes. As you have fluency of 
speech, persuade your friends to Christian 
exertion. You are a mother; will you not 
inspire your daughters with zeal and love for 
good works ? and if, after private missions of 
a day, they want to enlist for life, and have 



112 

such opportunities presented them, let them 

So; encourage them to traverse the mighty 
eep, to visit the land of strangers, to glory in 
the warfare of the cross, to die doing good to 
poor heathen, and expire saying* " not unto 
us, not unto us, but unto thy name be all the 
glory." Let them listen and forbid them not, 
to their sister in India, who says, "And O! . 
let it never be said that any of you hindered 
your husbands from eutering this vineyard of 

!rour Lord ; rather be ye exciters of them to 
abour in it, seeing ye have such opportuni- . 
ties of working with them for God, 9 ' I am 
weary, said the ambitious Cornelia, of being 
called Scipio's daughter ; do something, my 
son, to style me the mother of the Grachi, (or 
missionary.) It is a laudable ambition to 
wish to be the mothers of missionaries, and 
martyrsjpf Jesus ; and let me entreat of you as 
a mother in Israel, to promote the cause of 
missions, by encouraging the daughters of 
Zion to go where God calls them. What is 
the separation of the dearest friends for three 
score years and ten, compared with the loss 
of one soul for a long eternity, that might be N 
saved by such a separation ? Do you renly, 
the men must go alone ? I would appeal to 
your own bosom — do they not need the tenfleiv 
est companions with them to strengthen their 
hands, and encourage their hearts, in so ardu- 
ous a work ? Are not such c Ane^ions more tp 
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be desired on foreign shores, and in heathen 
climes, than at home ? Will they not promote 
greater good in various ways ? Will they not 
recommend the cross of Christ ? Did our much' 
loved Mrs, Newel ever regret leaving her na- 
tive shores ? Did her affectionate mother ever 
regret it ? Although blasted in her prospects, 
has not Harriet Newel done more good than 
though she had rejected Mr. Newel's invita- 
tion to go to India f All will acknowledge that 
it is so ; and I wish many possessed her 
bumble heart, her zealous spirit. To do much 
good we mUBt overcome many obstacles, meet 
with many hardships, go through good re- 

{>ort, and evil report, be diligent in business, 
ive near to God, and resolve to spend, and 
be spent in his service. To be in his service 
is a very rich reward ; and, O glorious hope ! 
we may receive, though unmerited, life ever- 
lasting. 

We should discourage every species of ri- 
valry except a holy emulation in the blessed 
work of doing good ; here coldness is inhu- 
man, and ambition is not a crime. I believe 
nothing is more common than to underrate 
the extent of our charitable duties* Ah, how 
feeble, how inoperative, how sluggish, is the 
Christianity of too many who bear the Chris- 
tian name! how narrow their minds! how 
close their hands, how callous their hearts ! 
A few are liberal, but the great body even of 
K2 
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real Christit As, are but Wbes in the work of 
benevolence* Most of those who wish well 
to enlarged plans, and efforts of chanty, are 
not sufficient! j aware of the importance of do- 
ing now what they will perhaps acknowledge 
to be their duty at some/Wili** Htm. Though 
they have property enough to Spare hand- 
some donations to twenty charitable purposes, 
yet they have not so much ready money per- 
haps as they expected to have* They think 
however in future years they will give more y 
they seem not to consider/ that future years 
may never come to them, and that many, who 
are now in perishing need of assistance, will 
certainly be beyond the reach of their good 
intentions, if deferred for a single year* 

Mrs. H , you say you wish to be useful j 

and I do not believe, after what has been said, 
that it will be a very hard thing for you to 
give of your property to the cause of Christ; 
but are you willing to give to the Lord, your 
character, your influence, your time, your 
opportunities ? Ah J there's the point; for you 
know we value these, more than we do our 
money* I have already said you had it\flu- 
sues* Will you use it for God ? It is worth 
more than gold. Remember freely you have 
received, and freely you should give ; remem- 
ber the parable of the ten talents, and every - 
particular. A certain gentleman, (whose ideas 
are worth treasuring,) compares sanctified and 

t 
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active influence, to a perennial fountain, 
whose many and exhaustless streams make 
fruitful every thing around, and do more good 
than a golden world unwatered. Great in* 
fluency says he, without a cent, is worth more 
than a great fortune without influence ; and 
true it is, that some possess this pearl of great 
price, and jet bury it in the dusty or roll it 
up in a napkin, and put it behind a curtain. 
Now why not, continues he, withdraw the 
veil, and look at the effects of active influence 
in the mirror of all probability. He say* 
while the Christian almost covets wealth, that 
he may do more good, he often forgets that 
he has in his possession, what if improved, 
would answer this heavenly purpose far better* 
9 Tis influence. All, adds he, have more or 
less of it ; none prize it enough ; and some 
there are who use it not at all* Some dp 
much good with -a little, when they might do 
ten times as much, if they would use all they 
possess ; and yet their stock weuld remain 
undiminished* It is a singular commodity ; 
something like the widow's meal and oil. 
Others theite are, who keep their store house 
of precious in/tuence locked; because they 
calmly think there is nothing in it, or indiffer- 
ently reply, ' mine will do no good/ Others, 
beginning to awake from their spiritual slum* 
bers, are willing, they say, to do what they 
can, but finding the lock to their treasury 
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(which is Christian exertion) rusted, they 
grow discouraged, and will remain supine, 
until they are in the constant use of the right 
Jrey, viz. fervent, ardent, prayer. , 

Now, dear Madam, not only attempt some 

Sreat thing like Naaman, but exert your in- 
uence with all those who have long purses. 
My compliments to my old school mate 
jflr. O— . — ; tell him I pity in my soul the 
worldling j he is to live/or ever, and has sup- 
port only for a few short years ; whereas the 
Christian has treasures in Heaven, and when 
he dies, is going there to enjoy them. 

Tell E— -. — , that sister and I say, if we do 
not earn what we give away ; it is not our gift 
altogether; and we are determined to work 
harder and faster. We take in sewing; I 
make a little now and then ; you know I love 
money, all things considered, and have a heart 
to grasp as much as GrifFinJ when 1 think of 
the millions who have no word of God to read, 
and no preached word to hear. 

How do the girls pass their time this win* 
ter ? Do they realize that each hour, and each 
jnoment is precious ? that it bears them fur- 
ther and further towards Eternity? Each 
hour and each moment is precious; they 
^ere given to he improved. 
Your unworthy friend 



LETTER XI. 

TO A PIOUS FEMALE IN REDUCED ClftClTJff- 
STANCES* 

In E — >s excellent letter by Mr. V — , she 
quotes these words, " Let us employ all our 
contrivance and sagacity in divining how to 
be useful in the \*orld." And this, I reply, 
we must not do remissly and by fits, but se- 
riously and constantly as long as we live. t If 
our light has ^ver shone, let it shine now with, 
renewed splendour, J& we are possessed of 
Christian philanthropy, obstacles apparently 
immovable will recede before us. To serve 
God, there must be, it is true, renunciation 
of ; self-glory ; and we must take leave of stu* 
pjdity, apathy, and languor. To have emi- 
nent success in attempting to do good, all 
other objects must be subordinate. If we 
wish to benefit souls, and ardently wish it; 
we shall possess a facility of access to them 
at almost any time. To-day I have been 
reading twp missionary sermons. Ah ! that 
dear cessionary theme ; how often we have 
talked upon it when our thoughts rose faatetf 
than our tongues could express. What Chris* 
tian can eat, drink, or sleep at ease, while 
one lost son of Adam remains ignorant of a 
Saviour ! The Christian church, we know, is 
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awake, but she has not risen from her slum- 
bering couch as a family. True, here and 
there a faithful servant is about his Master's 
work, and now and then an active child is 
up and doing, so soon as moral darkness dis- 
appears, and the Sun of righteousness illu- 
mines his mind. But, E — , ourjreligiotis ha- 
bits resemble too much the practice of those, 
who lie late in bed, and that loo after they 
are awake, which enhances our and their 
guilt. By saying a "little more sleep, a 
little more slumber," we waste the best part 
of the day. " Ponder the path of thy feet, and 
let all thy ways be established* 9 ' I beg, my 
dear, that you be not discouraged and dis- 
heartened, because you have no money to 
cast into the Lord's treasury. You may do 
in other ways generously and acceptably. If 
God would not despise the widow's two mite* 
he will accept your will for the deed, in case 
it be accompanied with ardent prayer for 
those, whom you would relieve if you could. 
For your further consolation, I would say, 
private devotion is public usefulness, and God 
often blesses the weakest means to the awak- 
ening of sinners. From this, ye poor in spi- 
rit, ye rich in faith, be encouraged to speak 
for God at all times ; let sinners discover that 
you feel for their souls. O entreat of them 
to give their hearts to God, and to prepare 
for death, judgment, and eternity ! I do be* 
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tieve, that if we converse as scripturally and 
as feelingly as we can, and commence and 
conclude our interview where we should be- 
gin and end all things, viz. at the Throne of 
Grace, I say, I do believe our conversation 
sometimes will do good. But we must feel* 

Do you not, my mend, wish, ardently wish, 
to do something for the glory of God and the 

food of souls ? 1 have confidence you do ; but 
have heard you say, * What can / do in my 
humble station and with my abilities ? Being 
what I am, what, alas .f what can I do V Will 

!rou suffer me to assure you, much of duty 
ies upon you, the Lord justly looks for mijch 
from you, and much through the Lord's grace 
may be done bv you, and oy all others, who 
are placed in the common walks of life, ami 
have not been favoured with any special ad- 
vantages* Do you ask how you may, and 
ought to exert yourself? I can only say in 
brief, by closely following Christ your leader; 
by breathing his spirit and treading in his 
steps. His word of command to every per- 
son is, " Follow me." He has left you his 
own example, as well as his commands for 
your directory* You are not to contend by 
fire Or sword, but by an open and bold pro- 
fession of the faith. He was not ashamed of 
the Gospel, and shall we, whp are. wonqg} 
dust, be ashamed of it ? 
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* Asfcam'd of Jews, that dear friend, 
« On whom onr hopes of heaven depend > 
" No ; when we blush, be this our shame, 
" That we no more revere his name." 

E— , I am the least of ail saints and less 

than you, but I am desircfus that you should 

be mort prayerful in heart, more devoted to 

-God in life, more zealous in his cause, more 

active in his service* 

Give my respects to your Mama ; and dur- 
ing this long winter, my dear girl, assist her 
all yea can m taking care of her large family. 
You recollect the exhortation of the Apostle, 
to be " fervent in spirit," is prefixed with, 
" Be diligent in business." Your Ma 9 is ne- 
cessarily confined much at home with her 
little flock; but encourage her from me, that 
Jt^is in her power to benefit mankind. How 
'does she know, but she is training up in little 
Jane, another \Mrs. Newel? and in John 
another Edwards, or Brainerd, or Newton ? 
Perhaps you already know, that it is to his 
pious mother, under God, Netirton owes his 
' conversion ; and that it is to Newton, Scott 
looks, as the precious instrument of his hopes, 
land means of his extensive usefulness. Let 
Us pursue the thought, and think how much 
the mother, then how much the son has done ; 
how much you, then how much / can do. 
First, Newton's mother; happy woman! glo- 
rified saintl how touch thou hast donef ! calk 
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isd down a saving blessing upon thy child, 
who upon others, has called down thou* 
sand$ ! She did not know, and would not have 
imagined the great effects which have result^ 
ed from her prayers and her maternal instruc- 
tions. In tnose sacred moments, when she 
first gave her little son to Him who lent the 
blessing, probably she never thought that she 
held in her arms such an instrument of good, 
such a friend to God, such a blessing to man* 
kind as John Newton. While teaching him 
to read that blessed word, which he has so 
often since, and successfully too, dispensed 
to others, she might have sighed as your mo* 
ther does, that she could do no more for her 
Lord and her God. Doubtless she exclaim- 
ed, many a time and oft, in thought and word, 
4 Lord, have mercy upon this child which^bou 
hast graciously given me. 9 It may be she 
did what she could, and gave what she had, 
If so, it should be told as a memorial of her, 

" Who does the best bU circutqstaace allows, 
'• Does well, acts nobly, angels could no more," 

I suppose there are some, whose humble, 
ardent prayer, and single mite, do more for 
God than many who are lauded in the circle 
and by the public, for generous hearts and 

fenerous deeds. That which is sown only 
y the right hand, with a humble, devoted 
freart, and is watered with our prayers, will 
If 
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surely produce a hundred fold; while the 
thousands that are heedlessly given, and heart- 
Jessly offered, npt to the Lord or in the name 
.of a disciple, but to man, to be seen of men, 
will lose its reward in this life and in the life 
to come. Who can tell how much good 
Newton's mother did when she learnt him to 
write, any more than how much bis letters 
have done, which were the means of convert- 
ing Thomas Scott from the error of his ways, 
and making him useful by bis commentaries 
to thousands ? O how animating are these 
considerations I Let us " comfort one ano- 
ther with these things/ 5 

You inform me that there is a circulating 
library in your village, to which you have 
free access. I am pleased to hear it. 1 wish 
they were more common. In a good library, 
you may find as good company as you can in 
a city, and with^more advantages ; for often 
when in the society of chosen friends, you 
must suffer the intrusion of those you do not 
love. But from a library you may draw just 
such company as you like, and withdraw from 
it whenever you please. Are you in need of 
instruction? The Bible and its followers, 
with their sermons and essays, are able to 
counsel you. Do you seek a Friend that will 
never leave nor forsake you ? In this *' pre- 
cious Book, of books the best," you behold 
him, as with open arms to receive you. Are 
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you curious about past ages, and the Iivesv>f 
your forefathers ? The historian and the bi- 
ographer are present to satisfy your desires. 
Do you wish to catch the poet's fire T Call 
on the librarian, and ask for Milton, Cowper, 
and Young, and they .will inspire you. But 
let me remark here, that many persons lose 
much of the pleasure and advantage they 
might derive from the Bible, by reading it in 
detached parts, before they learn its history. 
The inspired volume merits more respect 
than all other books ; but bow frequent is it 
that only a chapter is read in course, and thai 
with haste, — while the leaves of other books 
are turned over in order, and with much atten- 
tion. My sister, may it ever be our happy 
experience to say, 

*• Give me a Bible in my hand, 
" A heart to read and understand 

" This sure, unerring word ; 
t( I'd urge no company to sta^y, 
44 But sit alone from day to day, 

14 And converse with my God*'* 

I shall now transcribe those resolutions we ( 
spoke of. They are designed for the use of 
every person who may chance to meet with 
them. You will interest yourself in circulat- 
ing copies. 

44 1 resolve, 1st. To fall on my knees the 
moment i awake, and get from God a bless- 
ing. 
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£d. To be careful to enter on no convef* 
fcation through the day, without previously in- 
quiring whether it will be for the glory of 
God. 

3d. To make it my constant labour to get 
more grace, and to become more spiritually 
minded every hour in the day. 

4th, To spend the principal part of my 
time, unless my attention is necessarily called 
off, in ejaculatory prayer. 

5th* To retire at least three times a day in 
secret before God, and. oftener as circum- 
stances require. 

6lh. To have a serious discourse with 
some person on the subject of religion, every 
day. 

7th, To watch closely and faithfully, to ad- 
monish, warn, comfort, and exhort my dear 
Christian friends. 

8th. Always to remember, and endeavour 
to feel deeply impressed with the thought, that 
myself, my friends, my neighbours, and all 
around me. are going directly to heaven of 
hell. 

SJth. To remember I have a work to do for 
my God, for his church, for my parents, my 
brothers and sislers, for my neighbours, and 
for my own soul ; and if any of these suffer 
dishonour or loss of their souls through my 
neglect, their blood will be required at my 
bands. 
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10th# To reflect every evening how I hate 
spent the day, to look to Jesus for a blessing, 
and either pray mystlf to sleep, or lose ttf 
senses in slumbers amidst heavenly meditat 
tions. 

11th. Always to remember, that unless I 
have the Spirit of my God to assist me, I shall 
not be able to discharge one of these resolu- 
tions, or to do the least duty. 

12th. To read the Bible humbly and prayv 
erfully every day. 

13th. When I am at last called to die, t» 
witness to all about me that Jesus is precioug, 
that his love is able to sweeten the gloomy 
passage, that his strong power can support 
his sinking saints, and though flesh and heart 
fail me, the Lord is the never moving Rock of 
salvation. (I pray God give me a trium- 
phant death.) 

14th. I resolve to read over these resolu- 
tions at least twice a week ; at the same time 
to read the 14th chapter of John's Gospel, 3d of 
Revelation, and 1 2th of Romans, till I am able 
to repeat them." 
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TO A LADY SUBJECT TO OCCASIONAL DE- 
PRESSIONS. 

beorfrimd, 

, Your kind letter is before me \— and white 
we thus talk together in my dear little cham- 
ber, I would be truly grateful to the Giver of 
\\\ good for our correspondence. How wise 
f God In his government of the world. Infi* 
|ite wisdom is written in everlasting charac- 
ters on all the works of nature and grace ; 
and when we read the book of providence, 
whose dingle leaves appear folly to man's 
dull perception, at the close we say, all thing* 
have been mysteriously moving together for 
God's glory, and the general good. So in 
those arts and sciences, whose authors are 
only human, there is a divine hand which 
perfects the work, and in this way brings a 
Very good out of evil. The man, for instance, 
who plucked this feather which I am holding, 
tnight have been intent only upon his own 
gain, and entirely void of the happy princi- 
ple of doing good to others. : But that all- 
seeing eye, which numbers our hairs as they 
fall, regards also the feathered inhabitants o{ 
our world, and not only causes them to jein 
in the general concert of praise to their Cre* 
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fetor, but makes them subserve other impor- 
tant purposes. To the feathered tribe, under 
God, we are principally indebted for all the 
sheets and tomes in manuscript and print, 
that fill our world, improve society, and con- 
vey to separated frienas each other's thoughts. 
To those who never see but with a bodily 
eye, or think but half a thought at a time, to 
such I say, it might be a matter of regret, that 
clothing ever wears out ; but if it did not, 
what a legion of evils would follow in train. 
Laziness, with her ten thousand children, 
would have ten thousand more, and " satan 
would find some ether wicked thing for idle 
hands to do." (Besides, what should we do 
for paper-rags ?) Our ink likewise deserves 
a tributary word ; but I have no more time 
for stationary* 1 will try to be thankful for 
all. I must now skip from one branch to an- 
other, and close my letter for the mail. The 
mail, I said ; 1 mean the post — our little 
post; — well, what a kind conveniency is the 
mail — what a faithful servant— how trusty ;— 
he carries all the news, and seldom betrays 
the confidence reposed in him ! 

After his fall, Adam could not have sup- 
posed that his sons and daughters would ever 
enjoy the blessings they do. O Adam : what 
a man thou hast be#*» ! what wild and won- 
drous views must thine have been, when first 
thou receivedst from thy Creator life and ac* 
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tivity ! and how horribly afraid and convuls- 
ed must have been thy soul and body after 
having swallowed that fruit which was so 
pleasant to the eye, and so sweet in thy 
mouth ! O Eve ; bow couldst thou thus be- 
queath an eternity of sin and misery to ail thy 
family ! But hush these hasty thoughts ! hear 
the Son of God to his Father. 

" Now therefore lend thine ear 
" To supplication, hear his sighs though mute ; 
" Unskilful with what words to pray, let me 
" Interpret for him, me Ms advocate 
" And propitiation; all his work on me 
" Good or not good engraft j my merit those 
" Shall perfect, and for these my death shall pay. 1 * 

My friend, I thank you much for your let- 
ter; but you must let me differ from, you in 
one thing* "Sou think it of no importance 
whether we write a good hand or not. Now 
1 think the contrary. I will give you my 
reasons. A handsome hand in writing is al- 
most as plain as print — here time is gained in 
the perusal, and eyes are preserved from in- 
jury. When it is necessary to absent your- 
self from company a short time, good may be 
done by offering for the perusal of your friend 
a serious, pious letter, dressed in a neat 
style, and ornamented with a legible and 
handsome hand. A letter possessed of these 
accomplishments has more influence over us ; 
we look at it longer, and read it oftener. 
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Understand me now. I would not advise 
persons of your habitudes of easy writing to 
copy the letters tbey send, unless they wish 
to preserve a copy. The first draught is 
good enough, if executed with care. You, 
write with facility, and ability, my dear friend, 
and if you would move your pen more mode* 
rately, and conquer the whim of opposition 
you feel to my showing your letters, I think 
they would afford entertainment, blended with 
instruction, to our reading circles. You ask, 
should all our letters be made public ? by no 
means. Benevolent judgment should direct 
our selections. When the letter is written 
in a waiting moment, with an unfortunate pen, 
it should never escape the eye of the corres- 
pondent. 

R — , our feelings and theory are similar 
upon religious subjects. — You, I can join in 
lamentation and weeping over our transgres- 
sions, both in heart a*d life, I sometimes think 
] feel the very sensations Paul felt, when with 
a strong figure of speech, he exclaimed, 
" Who can deliver me from the body of this 
sin and death !" It is thought the apostle 
had reference here to an awful punishment 
inflicted on Roman soldiers for singular and 
heinous offences : it was fastening a dead 
human body to the body of the criminal, to 
be dragged by him when he walked, and ne- 
ver to be taken from him for one moment, so 
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long as he lived, only as corruption wasted 
it away. The thought here occurs to me, my 
Christian friend, that this heaviest of all cor- 
poral punishments is nothing, compared with 
the future and eternal sufferings of the impe- 
nitent. No ; it is not so much as the slight- 
est indisposition, compared with a burning 
fever, a distracted brain, convulsive nerves i 
and lips quivering in death. Then again 
this body of sin and death which is about us 
continually, and this penalty of the divine 
law, which is suspended over us by divine 
forbearance, makes the sacrifice of Jesus more 
precious, the door of escape more inviting, 
the race to be run more delightful, the prize 
to be won more alluring, the heaven to be en- 
joyed more glorious. (Be it remembered, 
however, that the sacrifice of Christ is of no 
avail without repentance, and faith in him ; — 
the door of escape is all of sovereign grace, 
from the foundation to the top stone ; the race 
to be run is in a straight and narrow way, 
turning neither to the right hand nor to the 
left, but, at the same time, full of crosses ; 
the prize to be won is the righteousness of 
Christ, imputed unto us ; the heaven to be 
enjoyed is a seat at his right hand, and plea- 
sures for evermore.) And, my dear, shall 
not these things move us? Shall they not af- 
fect our hearts, and cause our lives to be hid 
with Christ in God ? The weight of sin, the 
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sword of justice, removed by this infinite and 
immaculate sacrifice, this open door of re- 
fuge, this Christian race as long as our lives ; 
this prize ; jwho can tell its worth ? it is the 
salvation of our souls ; who can estimate its 
valae ? Heaven is prepared for all those who 
love God ; — " And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes, and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be anymore pain. And II will 
give unto him that is athirst, saith the Lord, 
• of the fouatain of the waters of life freely. 
He that overcqmeth shall inherit all things j 
and I will be his God, and he shall be my 
son." This heavenly city, my sister, has no 
temple made with hands, like our churches 
oai the earth, for " the Lord God Almighty 
and the Lamb are the tejaple of it. And his 
servants do serve him, and the angels worship 
before him, saying holy, holy, holy Lord God 
Almighty. There is no night there — the in- 
habitants will (have no need of the sun, nei- 
ther of the moon, or the candle, for the Lord 
giveth them light divine, and they shall reign 
for ever and ever. The same that revealed 
these things saith, behold, I come quickly ; 
and my reward is with me, to give to every 
one according as his work shall be. I am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end, the first and the la&. Blessed are they 
that do his commandments, that they may 
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have right (o the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city. 1 am the 
root and offspring of David, and the bright 
and morning star. And the Spirit and the 
bride say come, and let him that heareth say 
come ; and let him that is athirst come ; and 
whosoever will, let him take of the water of 
life freely." O my friend R— , who will not 
partake of this living fountain of salvation, 
and not only invite, but entreat and expostu- 
late, with others to drink and* live for ever? 
to drink of the wells of salvation, without mo- 
ney, and without price ? yea to drink abun- 
dantly of spiritual delights. And have we 
indeed, partook of this fountain of life? 
If so it will be a well of water in us spring* 
ing up into everlasting life. You ask me 
if I am ever low, in animal, mental, and 
spiritual life?— O yes, my dear, I have to 
fight continually against this destroyer of our 
peace; — and unless we keep our Christian 
armour very bright and in continual use, the 
enemy will conquer us.— Think not that you 
are alone in the great ocean of tears! — Every 
one feels more or less, the fiowings of those 
. deep maters, — those bitter waters of Mar ah. 
But I will tell you my remedy for these sore 
complaints. When I feel their symptoms, I 
apply to the Great Physician, and then talk 
thus with myself—* I am too much absorbed 
|n self-— while I am well, 1 should remember 
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that many of my fellow creatures are pained, 
severely pained. — While I am fed, many 
hunger ; — while I am clothed, many as good 
as myself are in tatters, — and some in naked- 
ness. While I am resting after the toils of 
the day, many a poor girl is hard at work. 
While 1 am enjoying the blessed art of wri- 
ting, many there are, millions I may say, who; 
do not know even how to read. While I am 
in a temperate climate, others are enduring 
the painful extremes of heat and cold. — While 
I am in a Christian land, and a land of liberty, 
others there are, whose ears have never heard 
the glad tidings of great joy,— the news of 
salvation ; — whose ^feet have never trod the 
soil of freedom. While I can say father and 
mother, not a few brothers and sisters of the 
same common family, are written fatherless 
from their earliest days, and never hear the 
kind maternal voice. While I am blessed 
with reason, I well know many are distracted. 
While I hear, many are deaf; — while 1 speak, 
many are dumb ; — while I see clearly some 
only see men as trees walking, and many oth- 
ers see not at all ; — and though I can walk, 
a multitude are lame, halt, and maimed ;— and 
here and there sit sad decrepitude, and shame 
faced deformity, While I stand on praying 
ground, and have the offer of mercy, many 
are in a miserable eternity, where prayer is 
never heard, and hope never enjoyed. Many 
M 
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who fyegao life with me, have been sick, and 
died ;— -I am spared by will divine ; — I en- 
joy numerous blessings ; — some of the time a 
cheerful heart. (But it aches when I remem- 
ber that others are sad.) The down-cast eye, 
the melancholy features, the silent voice, the 
solitary walk, the frequent sigh, should " teach 
me to feel another** rvoS\ Asylums, hospi- 
tals, and prisons, should melt n>e into grati- 
tude for a father's house, and cause to acsend 
songs of praises for sovereign mercy, and re- 
straining grace. If I gain now and then a 
little time to improve my mind, the joy is in- 
terrupted by the thought, that very many have 
ardent desires, and capacious store houses for 
knowledge, but no means to attain it. (O 
how I pity them ! If I only had money !) Now 
I am comforted with the anticipation of an 
eternity for improvement ! — but again I am 
cast down, because many who are spending 
all their days in the pursuit of science, are in 
imminent danger of losing their own souls* 
" Of what profit shall it be if a man gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul ?" (These 
things, O sin, and sinners, are the fruits of thy 
doings j and undoings.) 

But R may wish to know whether my 

spirits are as good as usual. They are most 
of the time; but I experience some dark 
days, and long nights of grief \ " for they too 
shall be many." In this world of sin, we must 
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expect sorrow ; especially if we do not per- 
form known duties. Sometimes I feel a most 
distressing depression. The earth appears* 
a waste howling wilderness, ruined fey sin. 
I then cast my eyes upon the blessed way of 
recovery by Jesus, and view him slighted by 
most, professed but by few, honoured and 
served but by here and there one. Then I 
turn my weeping eyes within, and behold 
there our fallen world ina miniature portrayed 
in crimson colours of a guilty hue. — I look 
upon my heart asmy enemy, my cruel enemy, 
engaged in civil war; — strange contest! en- 
emy to self! and what I far more dread, I 
fear an enemy to Mm, who died that I might 
live ; — for his own words declare " he that is 
not for me is against me." Alas I my life has 
been so dead, I often fear I have never been 
born of the spirit. 

And jet, my God, in some bright moment too, 
u Methinks I feel the flame divinely glow." 

You write as if no sorrow was like unto 
your sorrow ; and as though your mind would 
be relieved if you should hear of a fellow 
sufferer. Such a one you have found in me ; 
most of the time, I am agitated with conscious 
guilt, and harassed with doubts and fears. 
This however can be only a temporary relief, 
if that. I sympathise with you, and have 
asked the Lord to direct my pen, and enable 
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tee to say something to soothe your aching 
heart; but He only who rolls his billows 
over our souls can assuage their grief. — Al- 
ways remember, my dear, if He afflicts, 
it is not only right, bat best ; not only best on 
the wholly but done in infinite kindness to 
you in particular, if you are his adopted 
child. Surely he treats you as a child, for 
he scourgeth every one whom he receiveth ; 
but endeavour to breathe with your every 
3igh, " Thy will be done." (By the way, 
read Hannah Moore upon this text of scrip- 
ture.) O I wish 1 knew how to pour in the oil 
and the wine into your bleeding bosom. I 
greatly desire to " speak comfortable things" 
to the sons and daughters of affliction. " Com- 
fort ye, comfort ye my people, saith the Lord." 
What a scene I witnessed last night! — a 
young gentleman who is teaching a school 
here, called on me, I was alone. It had been 
previously hinted to me, that he was melan- 
choly. His soul was indeed the seat of every 
painful feeling. Years ago, he was in hope 
of Heaven, and about to join himself to God's 
people ; but for six months past he has been 
on the verge of despair, all the consolation 
I offered he rejected. To me he appeared 
like a person in a deep consumption; his 
countenance being very pale, and his frame 
emaciated. This young man has a large 
£chooI, and 'tis the heat of summer. His 
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mind is never relieved, except when his body 
is hard at work, his pecuniary circumstances 
will not admit of his travelling* What could 
I do ? my own purse was empty ! I resorted 
to the sovereign balm for every wound-«*vi£. 
Pkayer. And will not you pray for the re- 
moval of this cloud ? I know you will. To 
methe said I can never receive pleasure from 
the world, — / expect to breathe out a wretch- 
ed life, and sigh out a miserable eternity. 
This evening he has called again* Ales ! I 
/ear the wounded spirit is only probed I I do 
believe his sun will set in a clear sky, but I 
think it must go down soon. Engage Chris- 
Mans to ask their Friend Divine to comfort and 
save him.' You, R— •-, have been tried in this 
furnace, but his is seven times hotter than 
usual. It shall be my prayer, that both of 
you may come out purified.' 

One week to day, I paid a visit to our friend 
Mrs. B— -, another afflicted, (but happy) 
woman ! There I realized the advantages of 
associating with my superiors. She reads the 
Bible and other books with so much clear* 
ness, that all who see her must learn • The bud 
of her life promised much happiness ; but the 
flower has been surrounded by thistles ; this- 
tles in this case may make the autumnal fruits 
more perfect and more conspicuous. " Never 
before," she says, " were my spiritual de- 
lightsjso elevated ; — I can bless God for the 
M 2 
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bitter cup he has given her to drink." Never 
before have I seen her on so high a mount. 

" Ye fearful saints fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much dread 
.4. Are big with mercy, and shall break 
Id blessings'on your head. 
Behind a frowning providence, 
God hides a smiling face. 1 ' 

Again assuring you, that afflictions are bles- 
sings in disguise, and that your Heavenly Fa- 
ther -wounds to heal, I remain your sympa- 
thising friend 

5 E. C. 

Supplement* Before I take a final leave, 
I ought to make my pen bow and thank you 
for your gentle reproqf at the bottom of your 
last page. I will only say, I hope it will do 
me good. You have shown me several such 
favours, for which I am not a little obliged ; 
but O the unfaithfulness of Christians, to re- 
prove, rebuke, admonish, warn, and correct 
the failings of one another ! In this particular 
be steadfast and more abundant, never ming- 
ling with the healing medicine the bane of 
flattery. (Excuse me ; this is only a caution.) 
Prudent commendation, commonly animates 
mankind, and I think the scriptures plainly 
authorise it* — To withhold this at all times, 
shows an illiberal mind, as to sprinkle poi- 
son on those flowers which we present to our 
friends indicates a ' bad hearts Let us mould 
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%nd fashion every motive, word, and action, 
by the ryles of rectitude. 

I have this minute thought what Mr. TV- 
told me. — He said by your exertions a sing- 
ing school had been opened in your village. 
My dear R , if you are the honoured in- 
strument of improving the songs of Zion on 
the earth, you may well suppose, that through 
your instrumentality higher notes will be rai- 
sed in Heaven. And should such an instru- 
ment ever be unstrung, and suspended on the 
willows ? O no !— never ! no, never ! 

u Then let your drooping heart revive 
And every tear be dry." 

You say you wish to know what I am rea- 
ding. The Bible, together with the excellent 
notes and observations of Dr. Scott, con- 
stitutes most of my reading. I wish you 
would commence it in course. Do not be 
frightened at its voluminous appearance ; 
If you should not get through it in less than ten 
years, you would not bie sorry that you began. 
Those evenings which are not occupied with 
company, or societies, we devote to history. 
One of us reads, while the others work. Gold- 
smith's history of England is upon the carpet 
at present. If you could join us, you would 
often say ' O what a wicked world P Yes, 
it is true. The historic page is filled with suf- 
fering and with crime ! each leaf Is as it were 
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& monument to the dead; and its epitaph? 

1 SLAIN BY MY BROTHER MAN ! 9 Could the 

World be slain by the holtfLatv, and no other 
sword be needed but the sword of the Spirit, 
how happy the times, how altered the cus- 
toms ! When the peaceful reign of King Jesus 
shall prevail, instruments that have been 
coloured with human blood will be melted in 
the fire, and come forth purified for better 
service than the death of man, even for the 
useful employment of breaking up the barren 
ground, and lopping off the unfruitful bran- 
ches.— O that all the barren soil of our hearts 
might be cultivated, and that all our unfruitful 
branches: might be made to bear much fruit 
to the praise of Htm, who has as we hope 
grafted us into the true and living vine. 

e. c. 

N. B. We must not be depressed ;-it indis- 
poses us to listen to that voice of tender mer- 
cy, saying — *' Rejoice always, and again I 
say, rejoice." , 
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LETTER XIII. 

TQ A TEMALE FRIEND, WHO IB " UNKNOWN* 
YET WELL KNOWN." 

My Dear Stranger, 

Do not let your pen remain idle; I think 
your letter has done me some good. So much 
of your heart was upon your paper, and it 
beat so quick through it all, 1 felt that 1 would 
no longer be inactive. Since then, we have 
done more for the poor in the way you sug- 
gested, than ever before. By learning them 
to be industrious, to manage, and contrive, 
and economise, and take care of themselves, 
and by supplying them with a plenty of work, 
we bestow a very needful charity. Such a 
kind of sewing society as you mention, we 
once had, and from its profits schooled half a 
dozen children. It may be revived ; but 
there are so many great things on the wheel 
here, at present, that the charity-needle has 
wandered from its beloved star of exertion. 
We know, however, that the true kind of 
magnetism will bring it back. To ensure 
continued success in any thine, I am more 
and more convinced system and order must 
be maintained* 

You apologise for not writing sooner; yotf 
need not ; I was very glad to hear of your 
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numerous engagements. If Christians are 
only industrious, and have learnt the happy 
art to expedite business, it is not of import* 
ance for what express purpose it is perform- 
ed, provided that purpose be infinitely great 
and good. Have you ever read " Messrs. 
Mills and Smyth's Tour in the Western Ter- 
ritories P 9 and " Law's Miranda?" It will 
make any Christian love exertion. You 
know this emotion is more heavenly and rap- 
turous than all sensual delights. 1 think with 
my dear Miss L — , that we ran be useful by 
proposing to, and exhilarating and expanding 
the feelings of those who have not received 
the stimulants which we enjoy. Let us try. 
Do you not think it advisable to keep a par- 
cel of Tracts on hand, to give to our visitors, 
to children on errands, and to strolling beg- 
gars ? I believe, to send beneficent and press- 
ing requests to our acquaintances would have 
a good effect. If the great and honourable 
would do this, much might be effected. 

Now you must allow me to be a little fan- 
ciful. Can not a stimulating society go into 
operation ? Or are not our mothers ripe for 
it yet? Say, that in the public prints a note 
should appear, (recommended by respectable 
names,) requesting that in every town which 
will unite, an officer should be chosen ; say, 
that these officers should constitute a corres- 
ponding committee ; say that their names and 
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places of residence should be published g? 
as to be known to each other; say that in 
the capital of each state, there shall be a di- 
rector, to whom shall be addressed a letter 
once a year from each of the directors in the 
sister states. Each of these shall receive, 
besides their correspondence with each other, 
one letter a year from each town correspond- 
ent of their own state. The particular months 
should be named by the directors, in which 
these letters are to be written, and they so 
contrive, that their anniversaries come at dif- 
ferent times. It shall be the business of the 
minor correspondents, in writing to their di- 
rectors, to tell of their societies, when and 
how their origin, the amount of moneys rais- 
ed, their objects, their, successes, their differ- 
ent ways of doing good, the general and par- 
ticular blessings bestowed upon their exer- 
tions, the state of religion in the place, (in 
few words,) extraordinary conversions, inter- 
esting facts, &c. &c. &c. Each secretary 
should make it a rule to fill one sheet, and no 
more; to have the hand plain, the spelling 
good, the grammar correct, the style chaste 
and simple, and the paper neat. It shall be 
the privilege of the societies or electors to 
peruse the letters of their scribes before they 
are forwarded. From these numerous letters 
interesting and useful extracts, (containing 
new and practicable plans,) may be taken, by 
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the chief officers of the different states, to com- 
municate to one another. The postage of 
letters shall be paid by the societies who 
nominate the officers. The secretaries shall 
see that their letters are postage free. At 
every anniversary a report shall be publish- 
ed, in each resident place of the directors, 
containing a short general address, and all 
the letters written during the past year by 
the directors. (By the way, each one should 
keep a copy of his own letter.) The pam- 
phlet would be small, and its trifling expense 
of printing must be defrayed by a contribu- 
tion in the town where it is printed. A small 
parcel must then be sent to every town cor- 
respondent in the state, to be sold or distri- 
buted at discretion, If there are any pro- 
ceeds, let them be sacred to some benevolent 
design. In case of the death or removal of 
any one of the officers, another person must 
be immediately nominated. All the letters 
belonging to this society may be considered 
as public. After having been opened by the 
heads of department, they may have the pri- 
vilege of inserting any of them in religious 
magazines, of sending them to other towns, 
of reading them in their meetings, of lending 
them to their neighbours, &c. (But they 
must exercise discretion.) I must now at- 
tempt to mention its advantages. It would 
diffuse some religious intelligence, that other- 
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wise would not be communicated. If the plan 
was adopted by females, for whom especially 
it has been thought of, would it not be calcu- 
lated to raise many from that dormant state, 
which is so very natural both to man and wo- 
man kind? To receive animating Christian 
letters from entire strangers, would it not be 
joyful? A correspondence to extend from 
Maine to Georgia, would it not be elevating 
and enlarging, and quickening to many a 
sx>ul ? The Southerners may have some use- 
ful ingenuities, that are foreign from our con- 
trivances, and the Northern sisterhood may 
say something to them by way of exhortation. 
_ I have just thought, that it would be best to 
-nominate officers yearly, and if convenient 
have new officers, their names appearing in 
the reports. Would not this have an energe- 
tic-force upon the female society in every 
town? Would it not help to stipulate the 
young in acquiring a handsome education, so 
that in some future day, they might not only 
be candidates for office, but preside with ease 
and propriety. (I think if young ladies would 
improve their minds in knowledge, their 
spheres of usefulness would enlarge.J Would 
not such a scheme add influence ana respect 
to religion, and inspire fathers with the 
thought, that their daughters should be edu- 
cated as well as their sons ? How the female 
character suffers through neglect! Can it 
N 
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not, think you, Miss L — , be raised ? Can 
not some one be a Mr. Spectator for us, and 
redress our wrongs? 

Have I written chimerical!/ altogether ? If 
I have, do save me from ridicule and not ex- 
pose this* Mr B— is present, he desires to 
present you a compound of love and respect* 
He adds, plead this, thing hard, (hat Christians 
should be finding school-masters, that will 
go into destitute places, and be a kind of 
missionary men* Is not your heart pained 
and agitated for our western wilderness? 
What can be done ? Let us be limited in our 
expenses, liberal with our purses* fervent in 
our closets, (" the Christian's element,") and 
engaged every day in speaking a " word for 
Christ and the poor heathen," 

By casting my eye over my letter I see 
plainly, that my fancied society is only the 
skeleton of an idea, but if it is this, and only 
thiSi who knows but in some future day it 
may be clothed with flesh, and dressed up, 
and travel over the United States* 

1 trust, my dear Miss L — , you are a mem* 
ber of Christ ; if so, I conceive no impropriety 
in closing my epistle with this expressive 
address to you, " Whom having not seen I 
love*" 

Yours, truly, 

E. C. 



THOUGHTS 

ON THX 

DUTY OF PRAYING IN SCHOOLS. 

ADDREMED TO SCHOLABS OF BOTH SEXES. 



" I will therefore that men pray etefj where."— St. Pud. 

• ••••<>• 

That prayer is a duty, as well as an ines- 
estimable privilege, no real Christian can 
doubt. And, indeed, few believers in revela- 
tion are disposed to object to it in its three 
forms or classes, denominated (according to 
the different circumstances of time and place) 
Public, Private, and Social. 

But, notwithstanding the plain injunction 
given by the Apostle, in the words above, 
some doubts appear to exist in the minds of 
certain, as we hope, conscientious people, 
concerning one important branch of social 
prayer. 1 refer to that of praying in schools 
of small scholars, especially by females. It 
is, therefore, my present design to consider 
this practice ; and to show, 

I. That it is a reasonable service ; and 

II. That it is also (not prohibited, but) im- 
plicitly enjoined in the Word of God. 

I. I am to show, that the practice of pray- 
ing in schools, and especially as adopted of 
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late by pious females, is a reasonable ser- 
vice. 

Reason, unassisted by revelation, can in- 
deed do but little towards bringing " life and 
immortality to light," or showing man the re- 
lation in which he stands to eternity. It is, 
however, sufficient to show the existence of a 
God, and a God of infinite perfections ; for 

" If a God there is, *hat God how great !» 

It will show, that this God must be supreme, 
and act as a sovereign, in whatever way this 
sovereignty be exercised ; and that, on this 
great being all other beings, and among the 
rest man, must be absolutely dependent. Ab- 
solute dependence implies the greatest possi- 
ble obligation. Man, then, is under the 
greatest possible obligation to conduct to- 
wards his Creator as his reason dictates that 
he is required by his Creator to conduct ; and 
his reason tells him, that being wholly de- 
pendent, he is required to act as a depend- 
ent being, and to I kink and speak as a de- 
pendent being ; or, in other words, that he 
ought in all his ways to acknowledge his de- 
pendence, otherwise, all Jlis thoughts, words, 
and actions toeing founded on absolutely false 
principles, would not be those of a rational 
being. And this u acknowledging his depend- 
ence," contains in it, as I conceive, the es- 
sence of religion.; and the acknowledging it 
in words, the essence of prayer. 
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So short is the chain of reasoning, which 
is sufficient to show that prayer, in the ab- 
stract, is a duty and a reasonable service for 
man. 

In this view of the subject, it is not at all 
strange, that the duty of prayer, or some kind 
of religious homage, paid to some superior 
being or beings, has been acknowledged by 
all ages and nations, as well Gentiles as Jews, 
Heathens as Christians. Hence, man was 
by Plato denominated a " a religious animal" 
— importing, that he rarely exists without 
some kind of religion. 

Let it not be supposed that we are here 
placing all religions on a level; or at all 
sanctioning, as worthy of the name.those ( many 
absurd system? of mythology, senseless rites, 
and horrid practices, which have at different 
times and places obtained the epithet reli- 
gious. These can only furnish so many fresh 
occasions for lamenting the sad effects of sin, 
in blinding the mind and hardening the heart 
of man 5 while we remember, " There is but 
one only, the living and true GooV*. to whom 
all (religious) worship and adoration is due* 
They furnish, however, at the same time, a 
most unequivocal proof of what we intended 
to show by their induction, viz. That the duty 
of prayer is §0 exceedingly obvious, even to 
the most uncultivated reason, that even hea- 
thens were surprised to find a rational being 
N 2 
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9ti earth who neglected it ; and exclaimed, in 
the prospect of immediate death, " Arise. O 
keeper, and call upon thy God !" 

But is this service, thus shown to be rea- 
sonafyle in the abstract, also proper to be 
attended in schools designed for literary im- 
provement ? If there is ever a time or place 
in which mankind are not totally dependent, 
then it is doubtless unreasonable for them, in 
that time or place, when or wherever it be, to 
acknowledge themselves totally dependent* 
If ever, any where, we stand in no need of a 
supply for our continual and daily increasing 
wants, then and there let us be careful not to 
seek for the attainment of what we already 
possess. But when and where is this the 
case ? Truly, throughout eternity, in the im- 
mediate presence of the fountain of fulness ; 
where justified and beatified spirits never 
once stop to inquire, how much adoration 
they can lawfully keep back from their glo- 
rious All ! But, if any where on earth, is this 
place tp be found within the walls of a 
school ? 

First, is there no dependence ? We will 
appeal to the instructor y who has ever once 
realized the situation he is in. He has seen 
and felt himself to be a worm of the dust, 
" nothing, yea, Ie$s than nothing and vanity." 
Yet nothing as he is, he sees a large number 
•f rational oeings looking up to him — hang- 
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iag, as it were, upon him* He cannot sua- 
tain them ; he cannot sustain himself. Who, 
then, will support both him and them ? Sure- 
ly here y if any where, is dependence on God. 
But, secondly, are there no wants in a 
school ? The professed and ultimate want of 
the whole school is useful learning. But, 
antecedent and preparatory to this, there are 
a thousand wants. The scholars want health 
and soundness of body ; natural organs of 
sight, speech, and muscular motion, and abi- 
lity to ase them ; they must have reason and 
the various mental faculties in their vigour'; 
they want books, and other conveniences; 
ana above all* they want a humble teachable 
temper; a desire for learning, and a disposition 
to improve all their powers and faculties for 
the attainment of the end proposed. In all 
these wants they in vain look to the instruc- 
tor. He cannot supply even the least of them . 
No, nor can he give thf m learning, after they 
have them. He may teach, ana they may 
study; but to what avail, unless the great 
Fountain of wisdom convey to them some of 
the streams of his infinite fulness ? To what 
purpose that " Paul plant$J* or u Apollos 
waters, " unless " God give the increase ?" 

And, if all these wants exist in the scholars, 
in which they are continually looking to the 
instructor, where must he look for a supply of 
all these, and bis own besides ; for it eannot. 



*£"- V«/=sS2 



152 

be Supposed that he is free from Want any 
more than they. Nay, in addition to those he 
has in common with his scholars, he has many 
Qf a peculiar nature, and those great and con- 
tinual. 

If any qaan living stands in peculiar need 
Of that wisdom which is from above, it is 
surely* next to the minister of the gospel, the 
instructor of a school of small scholars. Let 
us t *ke a view of one of this profession, who 
is not wholly lost to a sense of his situation. 
Behold him surrounded by a large number of 
dear youth. He sees thorn all looking to him 
not only for instruction, but for example and 
direction* He knows their minds are tender, 
apd extremely susceptible of any impression, 
and formable to any habits, especially bad 
ones. He considers that a single erroneous 
Word, look, or hint, dropped by himself in an 
Unguarded moment, may be the means of fix- 
ing their characters in infamy for life. Nay, 
further, he looks forward to the time when 
they shall come upon the busy scene of ac- 
tion^ and beholds them also propagaffng the 
sgqae errors, and entailing the same character 
on thsir descendants and posterity to 'the la- 
test generation. Thus may myriads and my- 
riads of wretches, scattered up and down the 
eaftb* owe thrir disgrace to one false step of 
hta, atid Conspire in laying their guilt and 
misery all at his door 1 What a view of his 
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own responsibility does tms present o ane 
feeling, benevolent heart ! And does he no 
need to pray for direction in such a situation 
as this ? But still further, assuming for the 
present, what we intend by and by to touch 
upon again, (viz. that he believes in the im- 
mortality of the soul, and a future state of re- 
wards and punishments,) let us consider him 
as looking around upon the dear youth com- 
mitted to his charge, and realizing that each 
one of them is an heir of immortality, and now 
forming a character under his eare, for a happy 
or a miserable eternity; and that he is soon 
to stand before the judgment seat of Christ, 
together with these his scholars, and myriads 
whose characters may be formed on theirs, 
there to receive an impartial sentence before 
an assembled wotjd! Can he, in this view, 
forbear to pray for himself-^to pray for his 
scholars. They all want nothing less than 
everlasting happiness, and have no less to 
fear than everlasting misery. 

He finds his scholars untractable and un- 
teachable— -and ^hall he not pray ? God 
only can implant in them a better disposition. 
He finds himself fallible and exceedingly 
prone to err on every hand'— He findsliis need 
of activity, of forbearance^, of suavity \ of 
sobriety, of firmness, of tenderness, oi wis- 
dom, and of patience in the extreme.' He 
knows he is possessed of none of these— *anjd 
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what can be do, but ask the great bestowef 
for them ? But, says one, 

Objection 1. " Cannot the instructor 

f)ray for all these, and will not his prayers be 
rkely to be heard and answered as well in 
his closet as his school ? w 

Anwser* Doubtless he can, and will, if a 
Christian, pray frequently to the " God that 
seeth in secret ;" and his prayers, if offered in 
faith, will as certainly be heard and answered. 
But this will be only subservient, not a sub' 
stitute, to praying in his school* 

The design of prayer is not to inform an 
omniscient Ood of our wants* He knows 
them all, whatever be our situation, instruc* 
tors as well as instructed, infinitely better than 
we can inform him. Nor is it to prevail on 
Immutability to be capriciously merciful in 
supplying them. " He is the same, and change 
eth not." 6ut it is, that He may be glorified 
by our feelings and expressions of depen- 
dence on him; and that we may be prepared 
for the reception of His mercies. The truly 
benevolent man will not bestow his charity on 
the haughty, ungrateful mendicant ; nor will 
the wise husbandman sow bis seed on ground 
wholly unprepared for its reception. Neither 
will a wise and benevolent God confer any 
jieculiar favours on the rebellious, unhumbled 
soul. Now the richest blessings are wanted by 
the instructor in common with his scholars. 
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The former can pray for himself in his 
closet ; God also knows the wants of his 
scholars ; but how pre they to express their 
common dependence or to receive, as an effect 
of prayer, that disposition, which will prepare 
them for the receipt ef common blessings, un- 
less prayer be attended in common or in a 
social manner? 

I forbear, here, to call to my aid the txft* 
rience of every instructor, who has heartily 
made the experiment, and invariably, found, 
by persevering in the practice, his scholars 
becoming gradually more agreeable, bumble, 
docile and affectionate; yea sometimes, with 
an agreeable surprise has found his school, in a 
short time, to have been transformed almost in* 
to a " house pf God ;" and those, whom he had 
considered his scholars, to have been actually 
taught of the Omnipotent Spirit !— But 

Objection 2, u An attendance on prayers 
in school encroaches on the time, whicl} 
should be devoted to the acquisition of sci- 
ence." 

Answer. This is a very common and 
pleasible objection ; but it appears to be 
founded, (if the foregoing observations are 
correct) on an entirely erroneous principle 
viz. " Man in the situation, of scholar and in- 
structor is an independent being ; and does not 
owe all his success, as well in the acquisition 
of science as in every other undeftpJtinjft t* 
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his Creator. If learning could be acquired 
without the divine blessing, the objection 
would apparently stand on better grounds; 
yet even in this case, prayer, so far as the 
act of adoration and confession, would be an 
indisputable duty, and there is in every situa- 
tion always time for the performance of duty. 
But if, on the contrary, we are totally de- 
pendent in every situation, and, as has been 
shown j peculiarly so in a school ; and if, (as 
a moment's reflection will confirm,) a scholar 
will make more proficiency in a single hour, 
with a proper disposition, such as it is the 
immediate tendency of prayer to produce, 
than he will in six hours, with an untoward 
frivolous, or indolent disposition ; and if ex 
perience also shows this to be very fact 
then it follows, that even setting aside all con 
siderations of futurity, a proper proportion of 
time devoted to religious exercises in a school, 
so far from being a waste of time, is actually 
a saving-, and tends directly to promote the 
acquisition of science. 

But this, viz.'* want of time," we think, is 
never the serious, undisguised objection. No 
one, almost, would object to appropriating 
twenty or thirty minutes of a school each day 
to any exercise which would serve merely to 
divert the scholars or parents, though in no 
way connected with literary improvement. 
The real objection of people who make the 
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above, would be something like this, a l : hate*, 
religion, and hate its Author; and wish to 
have nothing to do with it myself, nor to have, 
njy conscience. disturbed by' permitting my 
children to attend to it.? 
. Objection 3. u But however right, and ob- 
ligatory yoq may prove the practice to be for' 
instructors, it is certainly improper for «!•" 
structr esses .*> . , j 

Answer. Prayer h^s been shown to be a 
duty and a reasonable service for all depen- f 
cUnt, accountable beings; and, if a /ema/e at, 
the head of a school car* be shown to be.ki' 
any degree less accountable for her actions, \ 
or dej>endcnt for the reception of blessings ' 
indispensably necessary, than one of the 
oihec sex^ then, doubtless, so Jar and no 
further, it will be proper for her to be; 
governed, by those maxims of propriety [ 
which a capricious, irreverent age may have 
established. But no one can for a moment 
admit this to be the case in the least possi- 
ble degree, Incjeed, such an idea were far , 
more consistent with Jewish obstinacy and^ 
infidelity* or with /Mahometan absurdity and** 
abomination^ thap with the faith or practice, 
of those, whp believe that both, sexes are" 
alike possessed of rational, accountable, im- 
mortal souta. 

But }b$ objection, as it ; stands, can, have 
little weight j^itn ahy person.of candid rea* 
son. If the practice is both a duty and a 
r G 
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reasonable service, nothing more need be 
fcaid in its favour^ no considerations or 
fashion, ease, or interest, can in the least 
"weigh against it. 

, " But/' says the objector, " when I say it 
is: improper, I would be understood to mean, 
I. That it is, under existing circumstances, 
impracticable ; and 2. If it be practicable, ! 
sfcrupie the consistency of the practice with 
the word of God." , 

No doubt, that in the preserit day of dege- 
neracy and irreligion, a person who professes 
to love and reverence his God, and exlernal- 
Jjr walks agreeably to such profession, will 
aneet with opposition from those who hate 
»<Sod. Especially will this be the case in the 
performance of the duty before us, as it re- 
spects females. Custom has not so long 
sanctioned the practice in them ; it appears, 
•of course, further removed from the inoffen- 
sive aspect of formality ; it shows more of 
pure heartfek sincerity in religion, than the 
same practice ordinarily does in the other 
sex — which sincerity always wounds the con- 
science and provokes the opposition of other- 
wise secure sinners. No doubt saian h 
alarmed by this new inroad into his domi- 
nions, and will be dn the alert, to prevent, if 
possible, all further encroachments, if lie can* 
not repel the invaders. And no doubt that, 
owing to these two combined causes of oppo- 
sition, there may be situations, in which con- 
siderations of prudence, and the good of the' 
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cause, may authorize the temporary discoflf-- 
tinuance of the practice. And undoubtedly, 
imprudence in those who perform it, 'piay 
have, in some instances, excited unnecessary 
ppposition. So to any general rule there 
maybe exceptions; but these by no raeani 
nullify or invalidate the wi/e. And to show 
. that this duty, in ordinary cases, is not im- 
practicable, we have only to appeal to expe- 
rience. 

Never have we known an instance in which 
the practice, when once commenced, has be^n 
necessarily discontinued- And in some cases 
Providence has so smiled on the undertaking, 
. tfyat no opposition has been experienced from 
. those from whom it was especially to be fear- 
ed. — A Deist or an Universalist have, fropa 
motives of tenderness or admiration, been 
constrained even to applaud the practice ui}- 
der these circumstances, which, in the gene- 
ral, they hate and despise. 

Indeed, though females' have, in the per- 
formance, some grounds to fear peculiar op- 
position, and peculiar trials, still they have 
some circumstances peculiarly favourable. 
The tender age of the generality of their pu- 

f>ils puts them more immediately and abso- 
utely under tdcir insliuctress 5 care ; while 
their sensibility, and comparatively unbiassed 
minds, reave room to hope, that religious in- 
struction may, by the divine blessing, make a 
more deep and lasting impression. 
The second part of the objection, viz. u that 
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it is inconsistent with Revelation/' brings uft 
on to the second division of our subject, in 
which we proposed to show — 

11. The practice is (not prohibited, but) 
implicitly enjoined in Scripture. 

It having been shown to be in itself consi- 
dered a reasonable service, it were enough 
'here to show bnfy, that the practice is hot 
prohibited, and then to leave it on the ground 
of right and expediency. 

.The only passages in Scripture, which, we 
think, carry even the slightest appearance qf 
such a prohibition, are these:' (1 Cor. 14. 
34, 35. M Tim. 2. 12.) " Let your women 
keep silence in the church," &c. " But I suffer 
'not a woman tci' teach) nor to usurp authority 
"over the" min," <bc. The former pf these, it 
Stvill be observed^ has fmmediate and particu* 
lar reference to the church ;— a promiscuous 
collection of males and females, furnished 
with proper instructors of the former sex ; 
and is obviously, from the connexion in which 
it stands, designed to prevent the inconve- 
niencies arising from females becoming pub* 
lie teachers of religion. And the latter al- 
most carries its own explanation with it ; and 
taken in connection with what follows, evi- 
dently refers to the relation of male and fe- 
male, and the duty thence arising to the latter 
in social circles — especially while in mixed 
assemblies for social worship and religious 
conference. In this situation, reason and a 
sense of propriety concur with the inspired 
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A*0BTr*s in highly censuring those females/ 
who should so far depart from their proper' 
sphere, as to usurp to themselves the exclu- 
sive right of being heard and regarded as the* 
oracles of the assembly — thus ?• usurping to 
themselves authority over" the other se*. : 

But, neither of these, it is very evident, 
operates in the least as a prohibition of the 
practice in question^ Indeed, it is almost 
inconceivable how public preaching could 
ever once be considered the same as teach- 
ing a school of children, or praying with a* 
select number of Christian sisters ; or how 
usurping authority over their husbands m* 
teachers is homologous to exercising a pro- 
' per and delegated authority over those com- 
mitted to their care. But so it must be con- 
sidered, or the objection will have no* weight. 

But not only is the practice not prohibit- 
ed in the Sacred Scriptures, but it is impli- 
citly enjoined. • 

Our Saviour says, " men ought always t& 
pray" The Holy Spirit by St. Paul, " I 
will therefore, that men pray every where," 
" lifting up holy hands." Again, " In all things 
by praye* slfid Supplication, together with 
thanksgiving, making known our wants and 
requests unto God," &c. Again, " Pray with- 
out ceasing.** It js : hardly riecessary to ob-' 
serve, that the word " nteri,» in both the ori- 
ginal and translation, m of the'eommon gender, 
and equally applicable ^9 both the , sexes. 
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Now what mean all these, with numerous 
other injunctions of the like import, if instead 
of u alt men,*" praying, one half, via. the 
whole female sex, are not to pray ? And why 
commanded to pray etotry where, and at all 
times, if there may be some situations, and 
those the most important and jrespousibJe* 
which are not to be sanctified by the invoked 
presence of the Omnipresent Deity ; and if 
there may be semrtimes, and those long and 
frequent toes in which the fire of divine love 
may cease to burn on the altar of our hearts ? 
Not that we suppose that the above expres- 
sions imply the propriety of externally en- 
gaging in this solemn duty of prayer in every 
supposable situation, which would be a thing 
impossible; or of being actually engaged' eve* 
ry moment of. our lives in the act of visible 
and audible worship; which would be tm» 
practicable, as well as inconsistent with the 
Various relative duties of life; But, they do 
imply, that we should reside in no place, with- 
out invoking the divine presence to dwell 
with us ; and that, however other duties may 
frequire intervals between our acts of stated 
devotion, yet we should never ,a moment be 
destitute of that heart and spirit, without 
^hich prayer can, at qo time, be offered accep- 
tably. These injunctions, then, must be 
wholly inconsistent with the total neglect of 
the duty for days, wqpfes* Midyears 5 in a situ* 

* " AH/' I* implied > the ftp******* . 
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ation too, Where the divine presence is pecu- 
liarly needed* 

Again it is said, " every wise woman build- 
<ath her house; hut the foolish plucketh it 
down with her bands." This is doubtless 
figurative language. The expression " build* 
etV &c. may refer in generaltoihe use of all 
those means by which* (first,) the woman's 
ofl>» family, (secondly,), or any society, of 
which she may be either a member or a head* 
may be by her benefitted either temporally 
or spiritually, 

But." except ttos Lord build the house, 
ihey labour in vain that build it." Let every 
instructress then see lo it, whether, by neg- 
lecting to ask divine assistance, without which 
she can do nothing, and thus refusing to ac- 
knowledge her dependence, she is not thus 
provokieg the divine displeasure to blast all 
her self'Qcmfident endeavours at building up 
het onrn reputation on her scholar's improve* 
ment; a.nd thus instead of " building her 
bouse," taking the most direct step* to " pull 
it down with bar own hands." Her pupils 
cannot learn, she cannot teach them, without 
the divine aid ; and if she will not do so much 
as to o*& if with and for them, let her answer 
to her own conscience for th$jr ignorance a& 
children, their infamy as men, and perhaps 
their eternal r*in, as heirs of immprtality. 

Lastly, to waive all otfcer texts which might 
be ad<ta$ed> let us consider for a moment that 
trf Jejfc 10, 25. " four out thy fury upon the 
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heathen that know thee not, and upon the 
families, that call not upon thy name." Let 
it be noted, that the word here translated 
" families," is a very generic and comprehen- 
sive one; signifying, as it is translated in 
different places in the Bible, " Nations, 9 ' 
<« Gentiles," " Classes,". " Orders,"— and 
" tribes of men," as well as private families. 
This should be particularly considered, in 
Order to perceive the force and extent of the 
expression. The PropheUhen here, by divine 
inspiration, invokes the fury of the Almighty, 
on every Nation, Tribe, Order, Class, Socie- 
ty of men, and private family, who call not on' 
his name; nothing more need be said, to show 
that every school, public and private, is in- 
cluded ; and that against every one, in which 
the duty of prayer is neglected, the divine 
wrath is denounced in the most striking lan- 
guage. Indeed, a school may be considered, 
in a relative view', as a proper/amity, (in the 
common acceptation of the word ;> and the 
instructor or instructress, for the thne being, 
as strictly and properly its head* This con- 
sideration alone, in connexion with the above 
texts, seems amply sufficient to establish, not 
only the propriety, but the duty of the prac- 
tice in question. 

It seems also very natural to remark in this 

connection the duty of pious females, in the 

relation of mothers y in case of the absence or 

.decease of their partners in the marrfege 

Mate. Such are, for the time being, the head* 
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of their families ; on them devolve all thfc 
arduous duties of that situation ; and among 
the rest, that qi offering on the family altar 
the morning and evening sacrifice; jana bring* 
ing up their tencjer offspring u in the qurtut* 
and admonition of the Lord*" 

Neither are examples on sacred record 
wanting to justify the practice also* We 
hardly need to mention as instances, under .the 
'OldTestatnent d|spensa}iop, a Deborah, who 

EublicJy prayed or gave thanks to (Jpd loir 
is mercy in a signal deliverance, wrought jp 
Ibehalf and by the means of those uncfer hep 
immediate care, A Nacrmt, ^4*o, .(^Qubtlessji 
from the accoqnt) after her husband's an^ 
her son's death, carried on in her own perr 
'son the family 'worship o^ Gqd, and instruct 
ed her daughters*in-law in the principles of 
religion, and those who fyropght gifts to the 
ark of the covenant, 1 (representing thank- 
offerings of prayer and praise to the Lamb,) 
and others who might be mentioned. * 

In the New Testament we read of Anna, 
the prophetess, giving thanks to God in ^ 
social manner; of pious women honouring 
Christ by all the means in their power in his 
burial, and receiving in so doing the peculiar 
smiles, approbation, and honour of their 
heavenly Master ; (but, as they have not now 
his bodily presence on earth, how can they 
honour him so murh as by " feeding his 
Iambs," by the means of his own appoint- 
ment, the principal oi which is social prayer?) 
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of the woman of Samaria, proclaiming die 
glad news of salvation to her citizens ; of the 
prophetesses ; of Lydia ; of Chloe ; of Pris- 
cilla ; of the Elect Lady ; and of many other 
bright examples of practical piety, of praise, 
and prayer. Will it be said, that none of 
these furnish direct examples of praying in 
schools? The reason is obvious; they had 
not schools to' pray in. The same spirit, 
however, which led them to pray and mani- 
fest th6 power of religion in the stations in 
which they were placed, would have led them 
to do the same in any other situations. It 
was not, at that time, and that age of litera- 
ture, customary for females to undertake the 
instruction of youth, as at present; other- 
wise, we should doubtless have had as many 
examples of prayer in schools, as we had of 
pious females instructing theou 

And do we want examples taken even from 
this present " wicked and adulterous genera- 
tion VI Even here we can mention, among 
many now on the stage, Mrs. E. Emerson ; 
whose artless, affecting narrative, we believe 
can hardly be read by a pious female, with- 
out producing a conviction in her mind, which 
she will not easily get rid of, that prayer in 
schools is the duty of females ; and a cross, 
(if a cross it be considered,) which she must 
herself take up, if she would follow her sis- 
ter who has gone before her, as she alsofol^ 
lowed Christ her Saviour. 



INFLECTIONS. 

5U We see, if the foregoing be correct, that it is the duty 
-of all teachers of science, without distinction of age or Bex, 
to pray to God with and for their scholars. 

• But here, methinks, I hear one and another instructor 
sa>y # «• I am no professor of religion ; I hare no interest at 
the throne of grace; and would it be right for me to pray 
inno y school?" 

First. You hare seen prayer in this situation proved to 
be both a reasonable service, and a duty enjoined and com- 
manded by God himself, your Creator and preserver; and 
have heard his threatening in case of disobedience; and 
•have his promise annexed to obedience ; and dare yotf, 
can you still refrain from its performance ? But let us hear 
your reasons. You are not a professor, yen say. And do 
you suppose that God also will regard this as a sufficient ex- 
cuse? He who commands alF men every where to pray 
to him; He-, Who has made you and given you all those 
powers of body and mind, by which you may be enabled 
to instruct others ; He, without whose constant support 
these powers could not be continued in exercise a moment, 
and without whose blessing tbeii exercise would be of no 
upc Will He be "altogether auch an one as yourself; 9 * 
and consider your neglect of one imperious duty an ex* 
-case for your neglecting another? You "have no interest 
ut the throne «of grace ;" and do you then expect to be 
«.ble to instruct without <* grace to help ?" I entreat yon 
would immediately consider these two things: 

1 Why do you engage to instruct ? 

2r. How do you expect to succeed in your undertaking? 

For engaging in the employment, you Iilvb doubtless 
•acted from the influence of one of these three motives ; 
-either to white away your time merely on account of the 
paltry pittance of pay which you expect in return; or, 
in addition to this motive, you wiah also to consult your 
own popularity ; er principally, you engage in it as a 
duty ; and consult the good of year feWow creatures of the 
rising generation, and the glory of your Maker in the un- 
dertaking. If this last as your governing motive, you h&r* - 
doubtless weighed the matter; and acting tbweoascien* ' 
tiously, I have do idea of your neglecting the doty under 
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consideration. But if you hove been so'rwb, or to thought- 
less, 'as to rush into so awfully responsible a situation wiih 
do higher gpTirning motives than the two former, l.wjfh 
you now at least to stop and reflect; and read -again the 
mefoinf pages. However you maybe blinded by avarice, 
or elated by ambition,, yoa are in reality acting . for *ter- 
nity,.' and your actions will be jqlt by yourself au£ pupils, . 
and' their descendants, far as the world extends, and 
long as duration I Consider and settle the point wjth your- 
self, whether a few, iotas of filthy lucre, or, a few day*'- re- . 
pUtation of being ah expert scholar and teacher in ..pen- 
manship, mathematics, grammar, or any .of "the/art^ ajad < 
sciences, is worth the total %pd everlasting loss, of your 
own happiness,, and that; of myriads of your . fellow crea- 
tures ! Indeed,, if yen supremely desire your scholars' im- 
provement in what is commonly styled u$ef%U learning, 
yon will do we|l to inquire, " Of what use will, he to them 
the arts and sciences, unless they are led by these to an 
acquaintance wMJi th^ rare ar$. pf subduing their corrupt 
passions, and the, great science of l^e, &at!n an4 eter- 
nity ?'\ Think of all this, and also of the second propos- 
ed query, viz, 4i How you are to succeed in this great and 
almost infinite undertaking ?" and you can no longer make 
it a question whether ^pu ought to prayjayour school. 

Secondly. Do not misapprehend my meaning. Although 
I have decidedly answered your .question in the affirmative,, 
" that it would be right for you, right /or every instructor, . 
to pray in school j" do not suppose from this* that I. would 
in the least encourage your mocking God hy a hypocriti- 
cal ceremony anjd empty form* You are required to. pray 
lifting up only " hply hano>"~-God will apt be mocked. 
He requires nothing short of the vA*k heart* Anp) ,aie 
you not prepared to give it? Have you such a disposition 
that you cannot heartily thanjf him for one of his jnnujne- 
raple favours ? or confess and plead bis forgiveness for one 
of your manifold sin? against his perfections and mercies? 
or s|ncere|y as); hjaj fogr a 'single blessing inajlyour wants,? 
Inquire not; then whether you ate «• fit to pray in school/' 
bu*» for I must speak the plain truth, rather, inquire whe- 
ther you are fit; to keep school* or to ties in any sitnatipQ, 
or tods> ioyourj^|»^situah}oii< Where can ypu he with, 
propriety' or safety,* with" a heart* so entirely and bitterly 
opposed to. the ever blessed God? O, think, whether youx 
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Jini business is not to become reconciled to God bj a 
timely repentance; so that you may be fit to prau to Him, 
and take delight in him, and serve him acceptably any 
where; and enjoy him every where. Do you now say, 
youHsannot feel the force of these remarks, or realize Jour 
responsible situation as an instructor, and a rational being ? 
God has been pleased to appoint the humble and diligent 
use of this very means, with others, to bring you tft see 
more of yourself, and more or His own nature and per- 
fections ; and you may not be the first poor sinner, whom 
He bas in this very way met with his blessing. Nor look 
at the discouragements and opposition you may meet in 
its performance. Look rather at the duty, and look 
where your strength lies; and ask yourself whether you 
ought not to "obey God father than man ; w and may He, 
whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant you 
strength equal tp your day. t 

' 2. We are led from the subject to reflect on the neglect 
of this duty at the present day, so far as it arises from a 
want of care in school-committees, and all those who em- 
ploy instructors. 

Let but these do their duty, and we should not find in 
so many of our school-rooms, instead of a Kttle Belhel, 
as might be expected, little else than a den of thieves and 
prodigals, wasting their time sacrilegiously stolen from 
their Maker, in vain pastimes and criminal idleness. Let 
such instructors, only, be sought as have at heart the best 
interests of their school and the world, and encouragement 
given to such only ; and the effect would be an entire re- 
formation in schools, instructors, and instructed, both in 
the acquisition of science and practice of virtue. 

But, alas ! tiow rarely is this the case ! How often do 
we hear of applications for instructors ; and what, on such 
occasions, are the usual inquiries? — "Can you furnish us 
wim a good instructor— one who understands well English 
Grammar, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, &c. ."' but 
scarcely ever have we heard a word said concerning virtue, 
piety, o» even morality ! Is human nature, then, so much 
meliorated within the fast generation, thM all the pains 
our ancestors used to bestow, in improving the heart and 
4ife, as well as the understanding of their offspring are 
now become altogether useless r Are our children pos- 
....... p 
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sensed of natural dispositions so much better Hian tteit 
fathers, that tjiey are now no longer ia need »ft^ ^ 
ptraints, which we hac} in our youth ? Qr in virtue an4 
pjety too prevalent, and .sin and immorality »o ram 
among us, that we are thus contriving to h*W the good* 
gates of licentiousness, and deluge the moral world, tos as 
our influence extends ? What stall we leave to our potter 
ritjr worth possessing, if we thus virtually dentive them 
of their virtue? And, should the present mode of 
education in our country, almost or entirely wanting m 
moral and religious instruction, continue for a century t 
^ , what would be, according to the contnioa course of eveut^ 
* the state of society ? (t requires no prophetic virion to 
foresee that degree of irrcligioo, infidelity, and licentious* 
itess, which would cause even a rational heathen to Weep 
far the degradation of humanity ! Nor can the objection 
. I be made, ** That a sufficient number of pieus instructor* 
1 cannot be obtained.* ' Stph have net as yet been Remand* 
ed : they indeed cannot be found without being sough* 
X^et the inquiry once be made ; let encouragement be given 
to such; let it be generally understood, that virtue if a, 
prime qualification in a teacher of youth ; and a sufficien- 
cy would not long be wanting. God helps those wVheJp 
themselves. He can, and doubtless wilt, raise, up and qua- 
lify for instructors, a supply of pious youth* W &*t a* 
nailed for. 

Are these great evils, then, which have been touched upon 
above, the effect of error, inadvertence, or wrong pmciple t 
in those who employ instructors ? How responsible their si* 
tuation ? How all-important that they realise their respon* 
' sibility, that such only be appointed as vhool-committeea, 
who are men of correct principles and practice \ that thej be 
fslthful to the trust reposed in them; and exert tbemselvee 
to the utmost to procure instructors, who will he neither, 
afraid nor ashamed to consult bj every appointed means, 
the best interests, temporal and eternal, of the rational, 
immortal beings committed to their charge. 

Thus may. science and literature increase; morality 
gain ground ; and especially that knowledge which teach** 
man to knw kimsdf, the end of bis exptence* and way to 
everlasting happiness, redound to the glory of Him. wit& 
^hnm the fulness of wisdom dwells.; and at wfeaio rigfeft 
hantt are rivers of pleasures %r evermore. Amen* 
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